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LETTER 



T. J'OWELL BUXTON, ESQ. M.P. 



Sir, 

Two or Ihree consideratioiis press upon me the duty of thus 
publicly addressing you upon a sulject which is fraught 
with more than ordinary interest, and which I know you 
have long been patiently, and assiduously investigating. 

Fearing, when before " the Select Committee," to trespass 
too much upon your valuable time, several fects and observa- 
tions which I bad intended to advance were not brought 
forward : convinced, however, that bis Majesty's Govern- 
ment is most laudably anxious to obtain all possible informa- 
tion respecting the Aborigines connected with, and bordering 
upon our various colonies, I feel it imperative to leave 
nothing undone that may seem at all likely to promote thts 
grand ot^ect at which you are aiming. — Being "debtor" 
moreover not only " to the wise," but " to the unwise," — , 
yea " to the barbarians " also, they having frequently 
" shewn us no small kindness," I still owe sometliing to the 
Kaffer tribes who are not here to defend themselves, but 
who are nevertheless denounced before the British public 
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as a most incorrigible, irreclaimahle, and sanguinary race 
of beings. Thus are we again llirowii back upon the crude 
estimate of this people, which was formed at a period when 
the historian of one of our slave colonies thought that " an 
Ourang-Outang would make an appropriate husband lor a 
Hottentot female ;" and when, influenced by similar prgu- 
dices, the legislators of Bermuda could gravely enact that 
" Whereas the negroes, trom the brutishness of their nature, 
are not regarded as men, no man shall suffer in property or 
person, who shall happen to kill one of them." " la the 
times of ignorance," such views might be "winked at;" 
but it is more than lamentable that a serious attempt should, 
in 1837, be made to confirm those favourite dogmas of the 
old Dutch boors, numbers of whose descendants are now 
honourably disclaiming all such notions. 

This being the case, however, something is loudly 
called for, to disabuse the public mind, and especially the 
religious part of it, upon whose benevolent sympathies, and 
zealous exertions, the civilization, and indeed the salvation 
of the African must, after all, mainly depend. I have, 
therefore, been induced to draw out a condenwd view of 
the real situation of our sable neighbours; which, notwith- 
standing the numerous publications now extant, and which 
less or more bear upon this subject, is still deemed a de* 
sideratum. 

It might not indeed be alfa^ether out of place, were I 
here to assign a third reason for entering so fully into this 
question, having myself been unexpectedly mixed up with it, 
and even assailed for having, some time ago, cidled pub- 
lic attention to some of the painiul facts involved in 
it On looking over the printed Minutes of evidence 
taken before the "Aborigines Committee" in August, 1838, 
but which I never saw until Febmary last, — I find a letter, 
from one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, to 
the Hon. Capt. Stockenstiom, late Commissioner-General, 
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and now lieaL-Goreraor of the Cape of Good Hope, in 
which Bpecial inquiiy is made respecting cert^n matt^ re- 
corded in my " Cafirarian Researches," and repeatedly 
aUoded to hy the late Thos. Fringle Esq. in his " African 
Sketches." In his reply to that letter, Capt. S. is pleased 
to make the following fiank, and explicit admission, viz. 
" Some of the most heinous things they (Mrasrs. Kay and 
Pringle) hare said, I know to be quite true ; and have never 
scrupled openly to give my sentimeata on tfaem."* Consti- 
tuting then, according to the Hon. Col. W. late acting 
Glovemor of the Cape Colony, "two of the Authorities, 
whose statements of alleged outrages committed upon the 
Kaffers hare chiefly been relied upon,"t a most determined 
eflbrt, seems to have been pat forth before the Committee, 
to neutralize, if not wholly to nullify our testimony concern- 
ing those "outrages." " Facta," however, "are gtubbom 
things." The evidence alluded to having now been before 
the public for some time, we might, in all faimesB, plead 
the right of self-defence ; hut higher grounds than those of 
mere personal consideration, shall form our stand on tho 
present occasion. 

Allow me, Sir, once for all, to observe that it has never been 
my wish to appear iu the arena of politicB. " That I should 
ever be honoured by such a delicate investigation of my 
political opinions was what I never could have anticipated, 
in the wildest dreams of unfledged vanity. Honour, how- 
ever, has been thrust upon me, as upon Malvolio."]: On the 
political part of what we may term the BLafier question, 
which is now in fact completely merged in that of hu- 
manity, 1 have uniformly made a point of saying as littie as 
possible ; and to the natives themselves nothing at all, lest 
it should produce the disaffection towards out government 
inevitably consequent upon their becoming fully acquainted 

•Min. End. p. 122. + Ibid. p. 417. 
i Southej's leller to Wm. Smitb Esq. H. P. 
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with our views here, as differing so very widely from our 
practice there. To this line of procedure I have been 
prompted by connexional principles, as well as by a per- 
sonal aversion to erery thing in the shape of political debate: 
such feelings, however, and such principles are very for from 
possessing anything like an unyielding character, when the 
claims of justice, and the cries of humanity demand atten- 
tion. And, as already intimated, such is the spirit now 
evinced towards the unfortunate Kaffer, and such the 
language used in certiun quarters respecting faim, as to 
render silence, at the present juncture, little less than 
downright criminality in all who are at all acquainted with 
his wretched condition. 

I beg leave still liirther to premise, that the view herran 
exhibited of the Aborigines of Southern Africa, is the result 
of personal and close observation during a period of nearly 
eleven years ; and that although now thrown into an hon- 
ourable association with the friends of the African, far 
beyond my most sanguine expectations, I had littie or no 
p^^onal acquaintance with the author of "the African 
Sketches," nor indeed with any of those gentlemen whom 
the late acting governor has, in the coarse of his evidence, 
singled out as special objects of attack. This remark is 
the more necessary, as an impression has gone forth in the 
colony, and, as it would seem, amongst individuals in this 
country also, that all who have deemed it their duty to 
advocate the Kaffer's cause were acting in concert under 
the influence of prejudice, or a political spirit ; and in order 
to the accomplishment of mere party purposes. Enough 
perhaps has already been said with regard to the former 
part of this charge ; and as to party purposes, I hare none 
to accomplish ; nor have I indeed any interest in the matter 
whatever, apart from that which legitimately arises out of 
the high responsibility devohing upon a returned mission- 
ary, a responsibility which necessarily binds me, by all 
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pomible means, to promote not only timt spiritiial interests, 
but tfafflr temporal welfare also. Trusting that both will 
be effectually and permanently advanced by thepnuseworlhy 
labours of the " Select Committee ;" and bein^ anxiously 
desirous moreover, of seeing such a change in our Fron- 
tier Policy as will henceforward secure to the natives 
the rights of common justice, and the respect due to 
fellow-men, I am led respeclAilly to submit the following 
facts and arguments; whence, I trust, the absolute neces- 
si^ of an entirely new system will be fully apparent. And I 
do this the more bddly, because convinced that nothing 
more is required than the practical working out of those 
great principles which have been uniformly recognised 
by the British government, at home, but which, in some 
instances, have been trampled under foot, and in others 
kept almost wholly inoperative abroad. 

These principles are luminously set forth in the Address 
to his Majesty, which passed the House of Commons 
unanimously, July, 1834; and which states — "that his 
Majesty's faithful Commons, in Parliament assembled, are 
deeply impressed with the duty of acting upon the principles 
of justice and humanity, in the intercourse and relations of 
this country, with the native inhabitants of its colonial 
settlements, of affording them protection in the enjoyment 
of their civil rights, and of imparting to them that degree of 
civilization, and that religion with which providence has 
blessed this nation; and humbly prays that bis Majesty 
will talce such measures, and give such directions to the 
governors and officers of his Majesty's colonies, settlements, 
and plantations, as shall secure to the natives the due 
observance of justice, and the protection of their rights, 
promote the spread of civilization amongst them, and lead 
them to the peaceful and voluntary reception of the christian 
religion." 

This, as observed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
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" So far from being the expressioii of any new principle, only 
embodies and reco^zes principles on which the Bridsh 
govemment has for a coauderable time been disposed to 
act." Nay even as far back as the year 1670, we find the 
following instructions addressed by King Charles IT. to the 
Council of Foreign FlantatioiiB, viz. 

" FORASMUCH sa most of oor said coloniei do boidei upon the In- 
diani, and peace is not to be expeeted without the due obaervance and 
preKFTBtion of justice to them, jou are in our Q&me to command all the 
goranon, that they at do time gire jiut proTocatlon to any of the said 
Indiana that are at peace wilh no, &c. "• • • Then with regard 
to the Indiani dciiMUB of putting themselTea under onr protection that 
thej they " bt nceived.'' " And that the goTernon do by all way* seek 
firmly to oblige them. And that tbey do employ some penonB to leam 
the language of them. And that they do not only carefully protect, and 
defend them ftom advenariei, but that they more especially take care 
that none of onr own subjects, nor any of their serranti do any way harm 
them. And that if any do offer any violence to them in their persons, 
goods, or poueuions, the said goTcrnon to severely punish the said in- 
jnries, agreeably to justice and right And you are to consider hnw the 
Indians and Slaves may be bestinatrucled and invited to the Christian 
leligion, it being bath for the bonour of the Crown, and of the Protestant 
religion itaelf, that all persons within any of our territories, thongh never 
ao remote, should be taught the knowledge of God, and be acquainted 
with the mysteries of salvation.'' 

Had these great principles been carried out amongst the 
various tribes bordering upon our Cape Colony, a very dif- 
ferent state of things would at Ibis moment have presented 
itself. Instead of tbis, however, to say nothing of the 
minor evils introduced amongst them, of the manner in 
which religious improvement has, until within the last few 
years, been absolutely denied to them, or of the enormous 
expenses unavoidably attendant upon the present system of 
military coercion^ their property has been unjnBtly seized ; — 
their territory usurped ; — and the whole nation punished as 
aggressors whenever disposed to resent these injuries, or to 
a a claim to the lands of their ancestors. Nay, 
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because a comparatively small Eection of this nation un- 
happily detennined, in 1834, to light for their rights, the 
whole must now forsooth be proclumed a most " blood- 
thirsty race of beiugs." Herein we maintun that 

I. The true character of the Kaffer has been groBsly 
misrepresented. 

On this point, however, I beg to guard against all mis- 
understanding. Like the celebrated French Traveller, 
VaiUant, various writers have indulged in tbe most glowing 
descriptious of this people, ascribing to them all the virtue 
oi " innocent children of nature," with little or no vice. 
This, as every one must know who has studied human naluie 
at all,and who gives anything like due credence to the truths 
of sacred writ, is altogether iUusive. Tbe Kaffers are not 
only fallen creatures in common with ourselves, but decidedly 
heathenish, and exceedingly superstitious; and notwith- 
standing the proud self-respect, which in many of their chiefs 
especially, often produces a noble bearing, and apparent mag- 
nanimity of conduct, rendering them highly imposing to the 
eye of a stranger, they are universally and deeply depraved, 
and subject to the numerous evils of Paganism as it exists 
in Caffraria. Those, moreover, are not a litUe fostered by 
the feudal system of government which, irom time im- 
memorial, has obtained amongst Ihem, frequently inducing 
the unhappy conclusion that " mi^t gives right" Having 
from infancy been accustomed to hear this doctrine main- 
tained, and to see it practised not only by tribe against tribe, 
but by white against black, it is surely not very surprising 
that their views of the absolute sacredness of private pro- 
perty should be anything but clear ; and being likewise in 
" gross darkness" respecting tijuture state of existence and 
"judgment to come," the comparatively trifling value put 
even upon life also is very easily accounted for. Nol- 
wntbstanding all this, however, tbe Kaffers are very far 
from being incapable of gratitude, or insensible of kindness. 
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Let kinduess be propeiiy shown to them, and they will un- 
doubtedly reciprocate: endeavour to persuade them that 
wTOTig is right, and, witb a noble independence of spirit, 
they will immediately, call for your " gtrong Teasons :" yea 
and if we contJDue to wrong them they will in all probabi- 
lity continue to resent such a mode of proceeding as fre- 
quently and as fully as their means may enable them. 

Now in the parliamentary papers, published by order of 
the House of Commons in 1835, we £nd this people sweep- 
ingly, and repeatedly designated " a nation of atrocious and 
indomitable savages." And again, in the printed Minutes 
of evidence given betbre the Aborigines Committee, one of 
the witnesses (at Quest. 1199] makes the f<dlowing bold 
assertion : 

" I know the Kaffen to be blood-thint; and savage, beyond meaiare. I 
bave made mynelf acquainted, aamncbas pasaible, with the n 



J and I do not believe tbat 
there ia a more blood-tbirst; character in existence than the Koffer. I 
think that the New Zealander isnotwone than heii." — And then in one 
of the goremoT'i dispatches to the Secretary of State, we are farthertold. 
" that the KaSen are not inaptly compared to wolres, [which in truth 
they resemble very much] i which, if they are caught young, may be 
brought [for their own interests and gratification in the matter] to an 
appearance of lameness, but which inraiiably throw it off, and appear in 
all the natiie fiercenesa of the woods as soon as the temptation of blood 
and rarage, which never fails to elicit their natural ferocity, presents 
itself to their inrfinctiiw thirgt for it."* 

If such language be really designed here to pass as truly 
descriptive of the people alluded to, and if declarations 
are to be weighed by the British public according to the 
rank and station of the parties making them, it would 
certainly argue criminal supioeness and neglect somewhere, 
if the above statements were allowed lo go unnoticed. Had 
the Hou. Capt Stockenstrom thus expressed himself, it 
would have been somewhat excusable, his father having 
been murdered by a party of natives some years ago, during 
• Parliamentary Papers on Kaffer War, p. IT. 
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a period of great excitement. This gentleman, bowever, 
vritJi a perfect knowledge of the tribes, having been a near 
neighbour to them. from his very childhood, declares "the 
Kaffers are barbarians, but not savages ; it is a mistake to 
caU them savages, as much as to call them gentle and in- 
offenave," " They cannot," adds he, " he called even a 
nation of thieves ; there are plunderers amongst them ; but 
I believe there are civilized nations in which the proportion 
of thieves is greater." To this opinioa we may add two or 
three facts which defy refutation. First; Our trader!^, 
notwithstanding the unrighteous, and even outrageous acts 
of individuals have for years been permitted to go in and 
oat amongst them unmolested, with very few exceptions ; 
and out of two hundred of these, who, with their lamilies, 
[in many instances,] appear to have actually been in Caffra- 
ria at the very time the war broke out, two or three only 
were murdered. The natives had doubtless opportunity for 
murdering many more, if so disposed, and CGrtainly would 
havejone it, bad they been so "instinctively blood-thirsty" 
as above stated. Secondly; travellers as well as traders 
have been coostaatly passing, and re-passing, through their 
country,-— encamping in their hamlets, and sleeping in their 
huts, without either look, or bolt, or even door but what 
might at any time he pushed open by a dog. All this is 
well known to the gentieman who represents them as worse 
than the New Zealander, he Itaving, to my certain know- 
ledge, gone in and out amongst them repeatedly, but I am 
not aware that any violence was ever attempted upon him by 
nightorhyday. Thirdly; missionaries also.with their fami- 
lies have for the last fifteen, or sixteen years been dwelling in 
their midst — some sixtyor seventy miles from the colony ; 
some a hundred, and others full three times that distance. 
Circumstances have occasionally obliged us to leave our 
families on the stations for weeks together ; and the writer 
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was once nearly two months amongst the more distant 
'tiibcs without a single European companion, or civilized 
family within hundreds of miles of him, surrounded by 
thousands of Qatives eveiy day, and 'by scores evoy 
night, without sustaining any personal injury what- 
ever. 

All will doubtless admit that these facts do not«xhibit 
much proof of blood-thirstiness; nor do they prove the 
South African to be very much like " the New Zealander." 
The most marvellous part of the story, however, is yet 
untold. Whilst all this hue and cry is sounding in our ears 
about the sanguinary character, and wolfish disposition of 
the Abori^nes, whose immediate contiguity is said to place 
the colonists in constant danger, numbers of colonists are 
actually throwing themselves and families into the very 
midst of them, both on the Eastern Coast, and on the 
Northern frontiers ! According to the testimony of one of 
the American Missionaries on the spot, " the whole country, 
in the immediate vicinage of Port Notal, is literally whiten- 
ed with the tents and waggons" of these colonial emigrants; 
and the clans in that neighbourhood, be it remembered, 
have ever been considered the most barbarous and warlike 
of our neiffkboitrs. Whilst such inroads, however, have 
frequency been made by our fellow subjects, upon the 
domains of the native, it is most positively asserted that the 
frontier tribes " have all along been the unprovoked aggres- 
sors," and that their late attack upon the colony must be 
regarded in no other light than as the natural out breaking 
of a " blood-thirsty spirit.'" 

Could we indeed look at their recent proceedings, apart 
from any other event, we might probably arrive at a similar 
conclusion; but colonial history, supported by personal 
observation, convinces us that there is a long series of pro- 
vocations; and that the late war was, in fact, but a retalia- 
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live act, or an attempt to regain rights which we had most 
unri^teously disregarded.* 

Nor does it materially alfect this conclusion to say that 
the English colonists, upon whom the blow has fallen so 
distressingly, had giren no just cause for such an attack. 
To maintain, on such grounds, as some have done, that the 
invasion was therefore perfectly unprovoked, argues a very 
un&ir and contracted view of the whole case. It does not 
indeed appear to hare been quite consonant with the pur- 
pose of certain witnesses, before the " Aborgines Committee," 
to draw any line of distinction between them and the Dutch 
boors who form the other, and principal portion of the 
irontier colonists ; and against whom, the Kaffer has un- 
qnestionably a long account of grievances. But the two 
classes must ever be regarded as standing on very different 
grounds, the latter being not lees notorioutly than unhap- 
pily inBuenced by prgudice, and the predilections of caste, 
with which the former are by no means chargeable. As a 

• In » luLter written from Cape Town, Jsn. 30th., 1835, to the Hon. 
Capt Stockenstroni, \>y Capt Alexander, a g;entleman sent out by the 
Ge<^raphicaJ Society, and at that time on the gioTemoi'i staff, it ia stated, 
" the canae of the irntptioo of the Kaffers is simplj tbia : the old com 
mando system ; thieves and bad characters among them plaadeied the 
settlers i occasionally the commandoes proceeded to the nearest Kraal. 
[innocent, of course, for the guilty were far in the interior,] and took from 
it cattle equal in number to those stolen. Human nature could not 
stand this." 

Ia another letter to the same gentleman, dated March lOtfa., 183.% the 
same officer remarks, " There ia a great outcry here against the Mission- 
aries ; the blame is laid on them for having occasioned the present nar, 
I think they have had very little to do with it ; we must go back to 1811, 
irben the Kafiers were driven by the commandoes from their purohsaed 
territory, — from the Sundys to the Great Fish River ; — an extraordinary 
treaty made with G^ka, in IBIT, who was improperly considered as the 
head of the Kaffers on this side of the Buffalue River; the fine pasture 
between the Fish and Kciskamma, at one time allowed to be occupied by 
the herds of the Kaffers, and then the huts burnt off the land. Macomo 
has been served in this way thrcr or four time?."— Mb. Evid. p. U9. 
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body, — always excepting uoprinvipled individuals of course, 
who are lees or more to be found in eyeiy community, — the 
English settlers have undoubtedly been a great blessing to 
the native tribes, both temp«n:ally and spiritually. Their 
feeling, as far as I have seen it evinced towards the coloured 
classes, has generally been both kind and benevolent; 
which renders the fact of their having suffered so severely 
during the late war the more distressing, and indeed altoge- 
ther inexplicable, excepting by reference to the system all 
along pursued towards the Kaffers by our government. 
This circumstance, therefore, coupled with that of their 
having originally been placed in that situation by govern- 
ment, certainly entitles tbem to all possible relief. 

II. As NEIOHBOUB8 the Kaffers have been most unkindly 
treated. 

Althongh a narrow ridge of hills or a river only, formed 
the line of separation between them and the colonists, until 
within the last few years they were absolutely outlawed. 
The law of non-intercourse, less or more rigidly kept up 
from 1798, to 1823, was undoubtedly a prolific source of 
evil, and constant provocation. The state in which we first 
found those tribes, being strikingly analogous to that of the 
man in the Gospel, who had " fallen amongst thieves," 
rendered them objects of christian sympathy and com- 
miseration ; and divipe providence undoubtedly laid them 
at our doors to be " healed^' not to be slain. Frotn lime 
immemorial, as every body knows, they had been the objects 
of lawless attack from the old colonists ; who, as stated in 
evidence, " placed themselves upon their lands, and gradu- 
ally overspread their country," plundering, and even shoot- 
ing them if at all obstructive of their course. Nor did these 
horrid barbarities receive any very serious check for some 
time after the establishment of our government in the 
country, as appears but loo plwnly from Earl Macartney's 
Proclamation of July 14th, 1798. 
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A system of non-intercourse was then established between 
Uie natives, and the colonists, the Great Fish River being 
proclaimed as the boundary, and Giuka rendered exclusively 
responsible for its maintenance on the Kaffer side. With 
this chief alone, the governor appears to have treated, 
peremptorily requiring that " none of the Eaffers should 
have any intercourse with the colonisls." This treaty, 
however,* left the Amagonaquabie under the old chief 
Kongo, then at variance with Gaika, in possession of that 
section of the country which we now call Albany, westward 
of the boundary above mentioned. 

In this unneighbourly position we stood as already in- 
timated until 1823 ; during wbicb period the law rendered 
it death for any oue to cross the Kaffer boundary.* And 
here the flagrantly partial administration of the law de- 
mands a moment's attention. 

It is a &ct that defies refutation, and of which there is 
doubtless lamentable and abundant proof in the colonial 
office, that between the year 1798 and 1823, vast 
numbers of Kaffers were shot by patrols, and other- 
wise, because found on the right bank of the Fish Hiver: 
but, to this day, I never beard of a colonist suffering any 
such punishment ior trespassing on their side of that river, 
although it is well known that many have all along been 
equally gtulty in this respect ; and that, in fact the latter 
have generally been the first to break through every treaty 
respecting boundaries. When it is recollected that the 
colonist had a much better opportunity for understanding 
the provisions, and requisitions of that law, than the Native 
could possibly have, it being publisbed in his own language 
[Dutch] always under his eye, proclaimed tluoughout the 

• It would appear indeed (hat tlie present Garemor ii wishful still 
to keep op the spirit of this law. Hence, when treating wtlh certain 
friendly clans, at the close of the late war, — claos who had actually 
thrown their force on to the colonial side, during the war, and who were 
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colony, but never iu Caffraria ; — that the former more- 
over, was frequentiy setting him the example of transgresfiion, 
and that in some instances, as appears A-om the evidence of 
Capt B. he was actually allured on to the colonial side, 
and there shot while hartering with his tempters;* I respect- 
fully submit, that if either party was deserving of severity, 
it was the white, not the block. 

Nothing but the most rancorous feelings could reason- 
ably be expected to result from such a state of things, on 
both sides the frontier, iuducing each party to eye the other, 
not only with suspicion, bat with envious malignity. Such 
indeed was the hostile spirit, then in existence, that the 
white manifestly deemed it no crime to shoot the black . 
and the black consequently scrupled not to plunder, nor even 
to murder the white. Such being the case, the boors were 
ever alert, and ready to lay hold of anything, and everything 
:it all likely to turn the full tide of pr^udice upon Meirnrar- 
fhy neighbours. And in this they were but too successful ; 
for the Kaffers were at length proclaimed by one governor 
atler another, " unrelenting disturbers of the peace, and 
prosperity of the colony;" — aai, " perpetual enemies f 
— and finally, quite "irrectoiffroiZe." Sothatin 1811, the 

now desirous of placing themselves under our Guvernment— after pro- 
claimiiig tlieiii *' British lubjects,'' tuid honouriag their chiefs with the 
title of " Hagistratea of the colony, each in his own location," be nercr- 
tbcless enacts that "none of these," — no not eren of theae Magittratct^ 
" can be allowed to pass to the right bank of the Fish River, without b 
border pass, signed by one of the CorainiaaioneiB ; * ' * and even then; 
they must be unarmed; a departure from this conditinn will expose 
the indiridnals so inftinging it to the danger of being SHOT, and there- 
fore its exact observance is especially enjoined. 

" Given under my band and seal at Graham's Town, this 6th. 
day of Sept. tS3S. 

•' (Signed) B. D'URBAN, 
" Ooremor and Commander in-Chief of the Colony of the 
Cape of Gild IIop^." 
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coloDial government determined on forcing them all over 
the fish River, not excepting even the Amagonaquabi 
themselves ; who were therefore bereft of lands, which they 
considered their own, and which they had occapied the 
greater part of a century ; but from which, they were now 
driven at the point of the bayonet, leaving behind them 
their aged chief, v>antanly murdered by a party of boon', 
and the whole of the Zuurveldt cleared, as with " the besom 
of destniction." 

The manner, and spirit, in which this business was per- 
formed, will perhaps best appear from the following state 
ment of Robert Hart, Esq. who was then a lieutenant in 
the Cape Regiment; who has unce susttuned offices of very 
great responsibility under the Cape government ; and whose 
veracity, I will venture to assert, being intimately acquain- 
ted with him, is altogether undoubted by all who know him. 

On "Sondaj," taja tbkt OeQtlenuui--"JuiaBi7 ISth. 1812. About 
noon, Comniftndant Stoltz went out with two cotapanlea to look f<T 
Siftmbi [Iilunbi] but saw nothing of bim; Ihej met onlj with a few 
Kaffen, men and women, the moit of wbom the; thot About aan-c«t 
five KaBera were leen at a distance, one of wbom came to the camp with 
■ me«>age from Slambi'i son, requesting penuisiion to remain until Ibe 
harreit wat oTer ; and that then be [if bi> father wonid not] would gu 
oyer the great Pish Rirer qniellj. Tbia mewenger wonld not gir« any 
infonaatian respecting Sttuubi, but said he did not know wbere be wu. 
HoiBtvtr, tt/tn- having been jmt in inxu, and fastened to a wheel with a Hpin 
[leatber thnng] about bis neck, he said that if the commando went wiih 
him before daylight, he would bring tbem upon two hundred Kafiers, all 

Capt. Eraser, commanding a parly of "303 boors, 27 free 
Hottentots, 4 subalterns, 5 sergeants, 6 buglers, and 120 
Rank and file of the Cape regiment," was sent out, itseem!:, 
with this KafTer envoy at two o'clock the next morning, in 
pursuit of Slamhi; but after three days search, they re- 
turned without success, bringing back with them the Kafier 
captive, of whose fate we find no further notice. From the 
journal kept by Mr. Hart, during the campaign in question. 
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it further appears, that " parties of troops were employed for 
several weeks, in burning down the hnts, and hamlets of 
the natives ; in destroying their fields of maize, and millet, 
just ripening, by trampling them down with ]ai^e herds of cat- 
Oe. — TWENTY THOUSAND souls weTB, at length forced across 
the river above mentioned, leaving behind them a large por- 
tion of their cattle, captured by the troops ; many of their old 
comrades, wives and children shot ui the thickets, and not 
a few of the old, and diseased whom they were unable to 
cany along with them to perish of hunger or be devoured 
of wolves."* 

" The mo^t heart-rendiDg tceDea," aays D. Moodie, Esq. in a ietterto 
Ibe Cmamisdonei'a of Inqairy, " occarred upon this expuliion, aod the 
simple but emphatic argameDt of these balf-rectailaed savages, just about 
to be le-planged into barbaiism, and lumed into our bitterest and moat 
dangeraua enemies, ma3' at once show us something; of their native state, 
and jield ns an inatruetire lesson for the future. The old men said, ' We 
have been with joo fifteen or twentj years i we are jour frieods ; we have 
watcbed your cattle; when the; were taken awa; bj our countrymen, we 
have followed them, reclaimed them from tbe captore, and brought tbem 
back; oar wives have cultivated jour gardens; our children and touts 
speak tbe same language, and have played together from their infiincy; 
we are afraid of our coantry men, wbo will consider us as enemies for 
having forgotten their language ; if tbe captains receive us, it is only to 
wait antil we bare a number of cattle, when the; will kill us, and take 
them to themselves. The young men prayed at least to remain nntil 
they could earn caltle enough to purchase them wives. All asked where 
they could now procure their tobacco, their vion, their beads, and a bit 
of bread.' 

"These are notfictitlongpleas,pnt into their mouths for effect, tbey are 
literal translations of their own expressions, which have been a hundred 
times repeated to me. I will ventore to relate a single instance, — Tn 
1612, when tbe commando was sweeping the country, a boor, of the name 
of De Witt, told his Kaffer servant, ' I have an order from the field -comet 
to send you to your own country.' ' To ray own country? this is my 
country ! I have been fourteen yeait in jour service ; you are my father ; 
your wife is my mother; I have never been in Cafferland, except tn bring 
back your cattle; I willhave noothercountr)!' The order was repeated 

• African Sketches, p. 4S3. 
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b; the Field Cornet liimielf, withoDl effect. ' Nu ! driTe me UDoag the 
Kaffera. Tod ms)' shoot me upon the spot, fur I will not leave it.' The 
Field Comet laid aside hii gun, and t^inghissaatbolt [aleatheni n'hip] 
heat the poor wretcb until he went off into the woods, whence his 
master heard him ' howling,' as he expresaed it, Tor the remainder of the 
day. For some time, in defiance of the bm'harian order, which aubjected 
him to death, he retamed to his master every n^ht to beg a little food ; 
but Gading no cbaoee of any relaxation of his sentence, he adopted the 
last adrice of his master to return to his former country, ' and never cross 
the Fish River while an Englishman was in the land.'"* 

In tiie following address to Col. Willshirc and Capt. 
Stoclienstrom, at the close of the war in 1819, we have 
the Kafier pleading his own canse in a way that would 
do honour to a much higher order of men. 

" After a fen- questions and answers,'' sajs Capt S. " relatife to the 
disposal of Makonna [a chief whom our troops had taken captive] and 
as to the prospects of an accommodation, the friend of the captive chief 
delirered himself in the following terms — in so manly a manner, with so 
giacefal an attitude, and with so much feeling and animation, tliat the 
bald translation which I am able to furnish from my hast; and imperfect 
notes, can afford but a veiy faint and inadequate idea of his eloquence.'' 

"The war," said he, " British chiefs, is an unjust onej for you arc 
striving to extirpate a people whom you forced to take np arms. When 
«nr father!, and the fathers of the Amabula [boors] first settled] in the 
Zureveldt, they dwelt together in peace. Their flocks grazed npon the 
same hillii their herdsmen smoked together out of the same pipes; they 
were brothers, until the herds of the Amakosa increased so as to make 
the hearts of the boors sore. What those covetous men conld not get 
from our fathers for old buttons, they took by force. Our Ikthers were 
mat; they loved their cattle; their wives and children lired upon 
milk i they fought for their property. They began to hate the colonists, 
who coveted their all, and aimed at their destruction. 

" Now, their kraals aijd our fathers' kraals were separatej the boors 
made commandoes on our fathers. Oar fathers drove them out of the 
Znreveldt ; and w^dwelt there, because we had conquered it. There we 
were circumcised; there we married wives ^ and there our children were 
horn. The white men haled us, but conld not driie us away. When 
there vas war we plundered yon. When there was peace, some uf our 
bad people stole; but our chiefs forbade it. Your treacherous friend 

• Par, Piipers, 183.*(, ]>arl i, p. 1T6. 
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Oaika aliraji Lad peace nith yon ; jet, when bia people stale, he shared 
in the plander. Hare yonr pUraJet ever fcinnd cattle token in time of 
peace, mnawky slaves, or deserten, in the kraaliof onrehieTs! Have 
they ever gone into Gaika's country without finding such cattle, such 
■laTca, snch deserters, in G-aika's kraals ? 

" But he WM your IHend; and yon wished to poetess the Zurereldt. 
You tame at hut like locDsta, (alluding to Col. Graham's Campaign in 
1811, 1812.) We stood; we could do no mote. Yon said, < Go over the 
Fiah River, that is all we wanf We yielded, and came here. We lived 
in peace. Some bad people stole perhaps; but the nation was quiet — 
the chieft were quiet. Gaikastole.hiscbiefsstole, his people stole. Too 
sent him capper, yon sent him beads, yon sent him horses, on which he 
rode to steal more. To ua you sent only commandoes. 

" We quarrelled with Gaika about grass — no hnsiness of yours; — yon 
sent a commando (Col Brereton's expedition in 181S) ; you took our la£t 
cow, yi>u leltonty afew calves, which died for want, along nith our chil- 
dren. You gate half the spoil to Gaika, half you kept yourselre*. 
Without milk, — our com destroyed, — we saw our wives and children 
perish,— we saw that we must ourselves perish ; we fallowed, tberefore, 
the tracks nf our cattle into the colony. We plundered, and we fought for 
onr lives. — We found you weak; we destroyed your Boldiers.^We saw 
that we were strong; we attacked your headquarters (Graham's Town.) 
And if we had succeeded, our right was good, far you began the war— we 
failed, and yon are here. 

" We wish fur peace ; we wish to rest in our huts ; ve wish to get milk 
for our children ; our wives wish to till the land. But your troops cover 
the plains, and swann in the thickets, where Ifaey cannot diatingniA the 
man tmm the woman, and shoot all.* 

■■ Yon want us to submit lo Gaika. That man's fkce is fidr to yon, but 
his heart is false. Leave him to himself. Make peace with us. Let 
him fight for himself, anil ne aball nut call on you far help. Set Makan- 
na at liberty; and Tslambi, Dushani, Kongo, and the rest will come to 
make peace with you at any time yon Six. But ifyou will still make war, 
you may indeed kill the last man of na, — hut Gaika shall not rale over 
the followers of those viho think him ft woman." 

As this war did not terminate iD 1812, but continued less 
or more for three or four years afterwards, its cost was as 
ruinous as its effects were deplorable. Uundreds of lives > 
were lost on botb sides, and the entire expense to England, 
as appears from the Army Estimates, was little, if any, short 
• Thompson's Travels, fol. ii. p. 34T. 
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of half a millioB sterling. It unqaeBtionably brongbt oii 
moreover, a succeasioD of wars wbicfa were not at all less 
expensive, and which were, in some instances at least, far 
more sanguinary.* Thousands of valuable labourers were 
thereby driven out of the colony, which was in absolute 
want of them ;t whilst the great work of civilization was 
not only rendered less practicable, hut put almost wholly 
out of the question. And with that, of course, the com- 
mercial prospects of the interior. | We shall next there- 
fore proceed moro particularly to show, 

III. That the Kaffers, as a nation, have been very 
senonsly injured. 

That any one should for a moment stand questioning the 
fact, as some have done before " the Aborigines Committee," 
ofonrhavinginlStd, aggrieved, and inflicted upon this peo- 
ple a great national injury by taking from them about a 
million ofacres of their finest pasture land, "without money 
and without price," is really passing strange. Such o. mea- 
snre, bearing upon a people whose habits are wholly pas- 
toral, and whose numbers, from the comparative cessation 
of war, have been gradually increasing, could not but prove 
a source of incalculable suffering. Crowded together in a 
tract of country, that has annually been getting too strait 
for them, they have entreated, yea begged, and all but come 
down to their knees for the restoration of those lauds. 
Gaika himself, with whom Lord Charles Somerset is said to 
have treated originally, is found, according to the testimon}' 
of a British officer wlio has given evidence before the above 
menUoned Committee, "almost immediately aller the said 
treaty was made, earnestly praying that he might be allowed 
at least, to pasture his herds upon a portion of the neutral 
gronnd," on which be, and his captains were bred, pleading 
that his cattle were starving for want of food.§ 

■ Par. Papers, p. !*>. f II"'! I«35. part 1, pp. 30and 174. 

* Ibid. pp. 199 and SOO. ^ Mia. Etid. p. 146. 
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A deaf fear being turned to tlieir supplications ftom year 
to year, with Home trifling exceptions, thrir stock, as well as 
numbers increasing, — and being all along impressed witli ibe 
idea tliat the said lands were taken from them most unfairly, 
Gaika himself, according to bis own acknowledgment 
having no right whatev«- to alienate a single inch of their 
territory, heart-bnrniDga ba're increased, until they have at 
Jenglli been unhappily induced to make a desperate attempt 
by force, to regtun the rights we had trampled upon. Theu: 
most determined opponents are constrained to admit, that 
this was their grand object in the recent war. Hence Sir 
B. D'Urban states it as his belief that acquisition of 
territory was what they were aiming at;* Major D. like- 
wise is constrained to acknowledge the " fact, that they are 
a greatly increasing nation. From a small and insignificant 
horde," adds that gentleman, " in the course of one hundred 
and forty years they have become extremely numerous. I 
think really that one of the principal causes of their present 
aggressions, is to find more land to feed their cattle upon."! 
This witness, indeed, seems to think that the fi^ntier tribes 
might very well find a place of habitation in the tract of 
country between the Amaponedx and Port Natal, through- 
out which desolation was spread by the forces of Cbaka in 
1828: hut it must be remembered that although Cbaka him- 
self be dead, his spirit still lives in those he has left behind, so 
that if placed there, our neighbours would, in all probability, 
very soon be compelled to destroy, or again submit to 
e.rferminalion. 

The expulsion of Macomo also, from the Kat River in 
1829, was another circumstance which could not but pro- 
voke, and exasperate the frontier tribes. 

It is well known that this chief is a son of the late 
Gaika ; — that his clan had long suffered under the treaty 
said to liave been made with his father ; and that he was a 

• Par. Papers on KiflcrWar, p. 62. + Min. E«id. Q. laoo. 
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principal leader in the late war. AlLhoagh be and his peo- 
ple were the immediate sufferers by the latter measure, the 
whole of the surrounding tribes felt it, even to Hinza him- 
self; all very naturally concluding that they also might one 
day or other, be similarly served. But now foraootb, 
because they did not instanter resent that act, but seemed 
patiently to bear it, as well as the growingly oppressive 
one of 1819, up to the end of 1834, we are very posi- 
tively told that the war was unprovoked; and that the 
natives " have all along been the aggressors." The 
whole of those grounds were traversed by the author 
shortly after this chief and his clans were driven &om 
them ; and the scene altogether was indescribably impres- 
sive. Upon the face of an extensive, and beautifully pic- 
turesque landscape, marks of the horrid ravages of war every 
where presented themselves, in demolished cattle-folds, and 
heaps of ashes, to which all the dwellings of the natives 
had been reduced by our troops. 

In November, 1833, they were again disturbed, aud 
driven out of their huts and place of habitation, when their 
crops were springing, and their fields beginning to promise 
a harvest The tract into which they were forced is thus 
described, even by the officer charged with the execution 
of this measure, who himself knew not why or wherefore 
Ihey were thus treated. " They were driven," says he, 
" out of a country tliat was both better for water aud grass, 
than the one they were removed to, which was already 
thickly inhabited. They took me over the country they 
were to inhabit, and I assure you there was not a morsel 
of grass upon it more than there is in this room ; it was as 
bare as a parade." * Some two or three months afterwards 
they were allowed to return, and in about as many weeks 
again driven out; yes, and before the end of 1834, they 

• Min. E»iJ. p. 7. 
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were ii^OTBied that they might re-setUe, which they had 
hardly begun to do before our soldiers were sent to bum 
them completely out. The scetie which then took place is 
thus described by Col. W. himself, who appears to hare 
been an eye witness. "At this time," says he, "Oct. 21. 
1834, they had been returned about a month, had built their 
huts, established their cattle kraals, and commenced the 
cultivation of their gardens." Having crossed the Keis- 
kamma, and the Omkobina, in company with Colonel 
Somerset, "the valleys," adds this gentleman, "were 
" swarming with Eafiers, as was the whole country in 
our front as far as the Gaga; the people were all in motion 
carrying off their eifects, and driving away their cattle 
towards the drift of the river ; and to my utter amazement 
the whole country around, and before us, was in a blaze. 
Presently we came up with a strong patrol of the mounted 
rifle corps, which had, it appeared, come out of Fort 
Beauibrt that morning ; the soldiers were busily employed 
in burning the huts, and driving the Xaffers towards the 
frontier."* 

The recent account of settlers' houses being burnt down . 
in Albany by the Kaffers, is truly distressing; but are the 
latter, because Kaflers, to be ttealed as if destitute of all 
feeling, when not only compelled to witness the destruction 
of their property, but even driven into the desert, and that 
at the point of the bayonet, to seek a place of habitation 
wherever they can find one? As far as we have been 
concerned in every act of this kind, the tribes have been 
lefl to live, or to die ; to settle amongst friends, or to perish 
amongst foes. To secure a dwelling place, even for their 
wives or little ones, has formed no part of our business ; our 
only care has been completely to root them out of the one 
they had, leaving them to fend for themselves afterwards. 

' Min. Efid. p. 344. 
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The extent of misery nsulting from such a system cau be 
known only to that Being whose eyes run to and fro in the 
earth, beholding the evil and the good. 

So for from respecting the feelittgi of our sable ningh- 
hours, we have absolutely outraged them. 

The motives which induced Sir Lowry Cole to settle 
different parties of Hottentots upon the lands previously 
occupied by Macomo, were beyond all question highly 
laudable; hut the measure itself was one which could not 
but tend to promote a revengeRil spirit in the miud of the 
latter. It is too notorious to require particular proof here, 
that there are strong national prejudices existing in the 
mind of the Kaffer against the Hottentot; that, in fact, he 
looks upon him as an inferior, and that in no small degree. 
And although this sort of feeling is now happily wearing 
away, his lands being ^ven to a section of that tribe, and 
they loo armed by government agiunst turn, was certainly 
calculated to exasperate, rather than to conciliate ; whilst 
the poor Hottentot himself was hereby placed between two 
fires, — the prejudiced boor on the one hand, and the en- 
raged Kaffer on the other. Looking at all the circum- 
stances of the case, — at its exposed situation, and at the 
difficulties with which its inhabitants have actually had to 
contend, it is even more than surprising that the Eat Hirer 
settlement has prospered at all. 

But this is not the only way in which we have evinced a 
sad want of regard for the national feeling of the Kaffera. 
The insulting treatment which they sometimes experienco 
from our soldiery, is quite sufficient to turn the very best of 
them into enemies. Striking evidence of this has been 
adduced before the " Aborigines Conunittse," by Capt. 
Bradford, of the East India Company's Service. This 
gentleman deposes,* " that he himself saw two KaSers, 

• Mia. Erld. p. 163. 
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with thongs about their necks, led between two Hotten- 
tot troopers on horaeback, from Beaufort to Graham's 
Town, about fifty miles, not because guilty of any misde- 
meanour, but that they might there prefer their com- 
plaint against a farmer, who had entered Kafferland and 
taken away their calQe." And again, that " several . of 
Botmao's people were beaten on the bead and shoulders 
with sticks," by the men belonging to one of the patrols in 
Oct., 1^34. Whilst Capt. Stockenstrom also declares, 
" that aller shooting one of Charlie's men, the soldiers bound 
down another over on ant heap, and beat him most severe- 
ly."* Now it must be observed that this kind of pu- 
nishment is, by the KafTer, universally accounted most 
degrading. In all my perigrinations amongst them, I 
never yet saw one native^/, or strike another even with a 
stick. When the dispute cannot be otherwise settled, they 
proceed at once to the use of the spear ; but they will often 
reason about the matter, most vociferously, for hours, and 
8ometimesfordays,beftire they so much as think of duelling. 
A quarrel one day took place in our garden at Mouat 
Coke, between two boys, twelve or fourteen years of age ; the 
one sljuclc the other with a small twig, which was no sooner 
reported to the chief, than a fine of one young beast was 
levied upon the father of the deliaqueut. 

Thus has insult been added to injury ; whence we shall 
take occasion to show that, 

IV. Their chiefs have been syBtemalically maltreated. 

" I consider," says a writer in the Graham's Town Jour- 
nal, " the disfespect shown to the chiefs very detrimental to 
the interests of the colony. The first step to improve the 
Kaffers is to improve their chiefs : this must be done not 
by the sword, but by honest and good treatment. Treat 
tliem with some degree of deference; treat them as men."t 

• Hin. E>id. p. 1 15. f AfHcan Sketches, p. 469. 
A writer, in another of the colonial papen, who signs himielr 
" A Tnultr," obsvrTes, " I don't wish to lay all Ibc blame oa the anthorl- 
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If justly and properly treated, there can be little doubt 
that the greater part, if not the whole, would exert them- 
selves to the uttermost tn our behalf. Only make it their 
interest to promote ours, and let them feel that we regard 
them as men, and as men in authority, and little fear need 
be entertained as to the result. The actual conduct, indeed, 
of sereral has, for years past, been such as fully to sus- 
tain this view ; which renders the evidence of the late 
acting governor, on this point, the more surprising. That 
gentleman tells the conmiittee that he has no confidence in 
them wltatever;* but in passing judgment upon them, I 
trust the kind of " opportunities " Col. W. had of acquaint- 
ing himself with those men will be steadily home in mind. 
" Personal knowledge of the Kaffer chiefs," says he, " I 
have had none, except for a mofnent on the frontier; but, 
from the whole of the knowledge I have derived from carry- 
ing on the military correspondence, for between four and 
five years, with regard to the Ka&ers, I certainly would not 
place reliance upon any one chief among them." From 
hence, therefore, it would appear that the whole of Col. 
W.'s knowledge of this people, whom ho never saw, save 
" once, for a moment, on the frontier," and whose dwellings 
were at least seven hundred miles from his place of residence, 
— was collected in the course of little more than four years ; 

ties; it IB tbe iy5ton which is decidedly wrong;. GoTemor aftei gover- 
nor cornea up [to the froatiers] and gallops about ; bat their whole 
thoughli are militsiy; thej are looking out for the best place for a 
mUitarg ttalion, initead of thinklDg of conciliatioit. They bare been to 
■cclutoiDed to command, that they expect implicit obedience even from 
those independent chiefs, who maj have twenty thousand subjects deroted 
to them from their birth, and who would sacriSee their lives to support 
them. Menaces are held out to those chiefs, that they must act as they 
are ordered; and if they do not, they are threatened with a commando. 
• • • There is a certain haughty manner QoiTersally displayed 
towards the KaOers, which may/crce Ihem to break out one time or other 
I pray that the time may not be nearer than we expect."— >S. ^rietm 
AdvtrlUer, Nov. 30, 1B30. • Uin. Erid. p. 360. 
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BJid that from " corretpondence" about " militaiy'' affairs, 
and with military men ; who, if not in the habit of regard- 
ing the Kaffer nation as an enemy, were cerUunly in the 
habit oi prqfetsionaUy treating them as such. This simple 
fact, grounded on his own admission, in a great measure 
accounts for this gentleman's astounding conclu»ons record- 
ed at p. 374. oiMin. Evid; — ^"that after Sir Lowry Cole's 
visit to the frontier, in Sept., 1829, the ICaffers w^e per- 
fectly amiented;'" — " that they had forgotten whatever 
they might have supposed were former injuries,"* — and 
that two thousand square miles of their finest pasture 
land could be taken from them in 1819, without constitut- 
ing any grievance whatever.^ Had Colonel W. been 
really and properly acquainted with the condition of that 
people, I cannot see how he could possibly have arrived at 
any such conclusions; nor can I do otherwise than regard 
his evidence respecting the disposition of the chiefe as 
being almost as erroneous as that about the circumstances 
of their people. 

Of all the frontier chiefs, no one has ever been deemed 
more hostile to the colony than old Slhambi ,- and he does 
not appear, as far as I know, to have taken any step against 
it, until the colonial government began to interfere with 
their internal affairs. In 1786, we find the frontier colon- 
ists calling in the aid of this chief against the Amagoua- 
quahi, and, as a reward for bis services, loading him with 
the spoils of that tribe ; % but in the course of a few years 
afterwards, the colonial forces are called up against both 
him and them ; and he is particularly pointed out as an 
ol^ect of public vengeance. Again, in 1817, whilst Gaika, 
his nephew and determined enemy, is flattered and made 
the object of signal favours, positive orders are issued for 
the seizure even of Slkambi's person ; § and because he, in 
■ Hin. End. Q. 3503. \ Ibid. Q. 3S15. 

t Par. Pftpers, IS3.1, part i. p. 41. ^ Min. Evid. p. 395. 
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concert with all the other border chieftains — Hinza, Jalnsba, 
Habana, Halcanna, and Kongo, — in the course of the yetx 
fijUowing, thought proper to resent the growing tyrannj, 
and iasultiag conduct of Gaika, who had forcibly carried 
off the wife of one of the old manV couDselloTS, a powerful 
force, both of troops and colonists, was sent oat against 
him, which swept away twenty-three thousand head of their 
cattle; and which unquestionably brought down the f^affer 
army upon the colony in 1819. With a perfect recollection, 
however, of all these things, the old man in 1825 joyfully 
hailed our proposal to establish a mission in his country, 
in the hope, confessedly, that my residence amongst his 
people might be the means of prorooting peace, and of 
putting down the spirit of depredation. Hence, amongst 
the various reasons assigned for his preference of the ute 
of Mount Coke, the following are two oi throe of the princi- 
pal: viz., 

1. Because it was most out of the way of neigbbotuiDg 
clans, whom he charged with being litigious, and much 
addicted to plundering incursions upon the colonists. He 
therefore feared being too near them, as his people in that 
case, might become chargeable with their depredations. 

2. Becaute it was as near the colony as he deemed it 
prudent to advance with his people ; being anxious to keep 
them out of the way of temptation ; "for," said he, "they 
will do mischief if they have the opportunity, notwithstand- 
ing all I can do." 

S. The place on which we first proposed to commence 
the station [Koogwala,] was at once and jXMtfiiw/yotgected 
to by him ; " hecauaer said he, " there it was your aoldiers 
and ike boors attacked me [in 1817,] to please that fellow 
Gaika : never, therefore, will Slhamhi set his foot wpon 
that spot again" 

Shortly after my commencement of the station, one of the 
old chief's counsellors was sent to inform me [Oct I9tb., 
1825,] that Slhamhi had issued strict orders to all bis 
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captains, requiring each to exert himself to the uttermost 
for the maintenance of peace in their borders; — that the 
said orders were to be made known throughout the tribe; and 
that a breach thereof would he followed up with the utmost 
rigour of Kaffer law. The following were then stated as 
the penalties to be inflicted, viz., — 1. " In the event of any 
one being convicted of stealing cattle irom the colony, the 
offender shall be hanged on the nearest tree. 3. In case 
of any depredation being committed upon the property of 
the Umzi ka Tixo [God's dwelling place,] the thief shall 
be ground to dust" And on hearing that my study had 
been broken open, and various articles taken away, one 
night in August, 1826, therageof the old man put the whole 
tribe in fear, as be called upon his council and warriors to 
adopt measures of a most sanguinary character ; insomuch, 
that had we not happily been in the way, blood would 
nndoubtedly hare been shed. 

Nor was this disposition evinced by the old chief only ; 
Dushani, his son and successor, a native of no ordinary 
mind, and one of the chief captmns of the Kaffer forces 
which attacked Graham's Town in 1819, — was equally, if 
not more anxious than his father to promote the peace of 
the frontiers generally. lie laboured in various ways to 
meet our wishes in this respect; and, as will fiilly appear 
on reference to the parliameutary papers, published in 1935, 
[part ir. p. 154.] manifested a willingness, far beyond what 
might have been expected, to put the best possible construc- 
tion upon the proceedings of patrols and commandos sent 
from time to time against neighbouring clans, although his 
own people were thereby occasionally and very injuriously 
disturbed.* Straggling natives, from other parts of the 

* when the paper, aboie alluded to, iraa penned, the writer was far 
from being acquainted with all tlie particulars nf that Tevolting a&ir — 
with the extent of force sent out— with the circumstance of Botman'a 
hamlet haiing been attacked initead o^ Keaka's, the one aimed at — 



b> Google 



39 

country, were very rarely able to get through his domaia 
wiUiout beiog stopped to show cau»e v>hy, and whither 
they were journeying. Knowing his feeling on this point, 
some of his warriors one day arrested and disarmed a parQr 
otJonga*8 men, not far from Mount Coke, because on their 
way towards the colony, and unable to give a satisfactory 
account of their object The wanderers stated, that they 
were merely going to the ctey pits, — a place just within 
the old boundary' oa the right bank of the Fish River, to get a 
supply of red ochre, with which the Kafiers are accustomed 
to paint themselves ; but, fearing that this was only a pre- 
text, set up as the covering of mischievous purposes, our 
neighbours would not allow them to proceed. Finding, on 
another occasion, about Dec. 1825, thatanumbei of colonial 
horses had been driven into a corner of his territories, 
Dushani immediately commenced a diligent search, and at 
length discovered the thieves, whom he disarmed aad^^ned. 
Being about to visit the colony myself, early in the following 
month, and thinking that the appearance of this chief, in 
Graham's Town, might be at once interesting and advan- 
tageous in various points of view, I proposed, and obUuned 
leave for him to accompany me. Never having seen that 
place since engaged in the attack upon it, at the time above- 
mentioned, he at first seemed somewhat hesitant about ven- 

or with the fact of a uamber of innocent families tiaring- been fired apaa 
" b; iniglttbe," (Far. papen, 1835, p. 153) nhilst peacefully slumbering 
in theii huts, as unconsciaua of danger a» of guilt. Knoning well ths 
confusion into which all had been thrown, (see p. 41.) it na« matter of 
surprise witb us all, that the Chiefs should put so faroniable a con- 
struction upon the business; but not knowing the extent of opetatian, 
we heiitated to Tenture an opinion, or indeed to saj any thing beyond 
simply answering the question pat to us, never for a moment dreaming 
that so trifling a document would ever have been inrested with parlia- 
mentary importance. The drowning man is &i gone when he catches 
at straws; and so likewise most the system be, which thus eagerly 
grasps i^t erei; little feather that can, by any means, be attached te its m»j. 
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taring ; but, on pledging myself to his safety, as also to that 
of his attendants, his apprehensions were fuUy overcome ; 
and he proceeded with all possible cheerfulness, taking with 
him the stolen horses, and liliewise tbe^n^ he had levied 
upon the delinquents ; all which were delivered to the com- 
mandant, who received him with the greatest kindnest. 

Upon the stiengtii, therefore, of these and many umilar 
facts, I am constrained to conclude, that, if properly 
treated, the "Kaffer chiefs" would, after all, prove our 
friends : but what can we expect from a system, which now 
sets up one above all the rest, — spaying no respect whatever 
to the legitimate authority of each ; and, anon, takes the 
matter wholly into our own bands, acting independently of 
any of them, [Macomo's case to wit.;] which tramples 
upon their territorial rights, whenever the governor may 
deem a new boundary requisite; — and, like the elephant in 
their gardens, absolutely desolates their country, heedless of 
consequences, so that we accomplish our xnuposes. Nay, 
more ternble still, which places their very pertons at the 
mercy of a few common soldiers, as in the case of Macomo 
at the Kat River in 1833 ; or, of a young lad like Lieut. 
Sparkes, who fired upon, and wounded the brother of that 
chief ia the head, the year following, [Min. Evid. p. 556;] 
or, of a party of Dutch boors, like those which shot Zeko in 
1830, [p. 381 ;] or, indeed, of a person like Southey, who, 
with such precedents before him, hesitates not to shoot even 
the king himself! Things of Ihis kind are not soon forgotten 
by the Kaffere, as their memories are very far from being 
so treacherous, as some would have us believe, especially 
in all matters affecting their chiefs. And indeed how is it 
posfoble ? Supposing the case our own ; and a French or 
Spanish officer had acted a similar part towards our late 
beloved Monarch, rudely dragging him from his horse and 
dashing him upon the ground ; — furiously throwing a pur 
of pistols at his head when they would not go off^ then 
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hunting him down, as if a beast of prey ; and, after wound- 
ing bim in the leg, and shooting bim through the back, 
deliberately blowing out his brains because forBOOtb he still 
appeared to be holding up a lance in his hand 1 1 The 
man who perpetrates this deed, then talies his spears and 
and girdle, as " spolia opima," and is presented with the 
the king's h&rse ; upon which, the bugle sounds " the 
assembly and march;" and the body, stripped of all its 
ornaments, is left lying exposed upon the hanks of the 
river.* If such a system be not sufficient to drive a nation 
to desperation, pray what is ? 

Of the last mentioned chief I had beard much during the 
time of my residence in the colony ; and, of course, still 
mote after settling at Mount Coke, this place being within 
seventy or eighty miles of the king's residence. My first 
interview with Hinza, however, did not occur until Dec, 
1826, when we went to treat with him respecting the intro- 
duction of Christianity into his own immediate neighbour- 
hood.' Up to this period he seems to have had compara- 
tively little intercourse with the colonists ; and as far as I 
know, does not appear, at any time, to have evinced any 
very sixong wish to be brought into close contact with the 
colony. The oeglect with which he had all along been 
treated, — the late Gaika having not only been most incon- 
sistently recognized aa his superior, but assisted in driving 
him back to where we found him, — induced him very natu- 
rally to look upon us with considerable suspicion. Hence, I 
believe he never could be prevailed upon to visit any part 
of the colony, although anxious to see Graham's Town, and 
aware that most of the neighbouriug chieftains had visited 
that place. 

In the beginning of 1830, 1 was appointed to the Butter- 
worth station, which was but a short walk from Hinza's 
re^dence. Here, therefore, we had frequent opportunities 
• Alexander'* Voyage to A fries. 
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for observing the man in public, and in private ; in his owii 
hamlet, and at the mission village ; at cburch, and in m^ 
own house. He sometimes indeed conducted himself with 
a sort of stately reserve; but at others, was as open aud 
commutiicative as one could wish. Here, however, I must 
again beg leave to observe, that he was a heathen, subject 
to tiie numerous vices of heathenism, as it exists in Caf- 
fraria; — exceedingly superstitious, and withal despotic, as 
are the African chiefs in general. This remark is the more 
necessary, as it is almost impossible to oppose the hue and 
cry now raised agaiust the Kaffer tribes as a " wolfish," and 
"blood-thirsty "race, without being thrown by our opponents 
upon the other extreme, and subjected to the charge of a 
" sickly philanthropy," or of representing them as the 
"harmless,''^ "inoffensive," or "innocent" children of nature. 
In all this there is doubtless a design ; at which the true 
philanthropist may well afford to smile. 

Now on referring to the parliamentary papers concerning 
the Kaffer war, I find much stress laid upon Hinza's delay 
and hesitancy, when called to meet his ExceUency Sir B. 
D'Urban ; and because he subsequently thoi^ht proper to 
make a. grand effort to secure Ms liberty, the Hon. Col. 
Smith thinks himself fully justified in denouncing him as 
" worthy of the nation of atrocious, and indomitable savages, 
over whom he was the acknowledged chieftain."* 

But to say nothing of the formidableness of facing our 
army, which had forced its way on to his own grounds ; — 
nor yet of his comparative timidity, being naturally far 
from a bold or courageous man ; the want of con^fidence, 
induced by our own measures, as touching his subjects on 
the immediate frontiers, for years past, coupled with the 
reports he was doubtless hourly receiving respecting the 
desolating ravages of the commando, between the Keiskam- 

• Par. Papeii on KaSvr War, p. «. 
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ma River and the Kae, sufficiently account for his hesitancy 
in obejiiig the call of his Excellency. 

But indepeadeDtly of these considerations he had been 
taught by certain Dutch boors [whose names can be pro- 
duced, should this be necessary,] to believe that the English 
would one day or other most assuredly seize him ; and that 
the missionaries themselves only came into his country as 
the tools of government to set the trap. This iind of sug- 
gestion was, moreover, not a little strengthened by the fact 
well known to Hinza that Lord Chas. Somerset gave 
instructions for the arrest of the chief Slhambi, in 1817; — 
that Makanna, or Lynx, another chief of extraordinary 
influence amougst the Eaffers, was actually seized and 
carried off to the Cape by our troops in 1819, whence he 
never returned; — and that an attempt was made by a 
British officer, three or four years afterwards, to hidnap 
even Gaika himself, which circumstance took place at a 
misnonary institution, then the residence of the government 
agent. With such facts deeply rooted in his memory, was 
it at all surprising that he should be tardy in rendering 
obedience to a requisition, which insisted upon his personal 
appearance in the camp f Had his Excellency been better 
acquainted with the history and exact situation of this 
chief, we caunot but think that his line of procedure would 
have been very different. Looking at all the facts con- 
nected with his death, it is greatly to be lamented that the 
evil spirits, by whom we are there surrounded, and who will 
not be backward in making use of them on any future occa- 
sion, should hereby have their hands so fully strengthened. 
Had the late war been quite unprovoked, and had it 
been even tlie work of Hinza himself, his unhappy fate 
could not bnt excite the deepest regret in every well con- 
stituted mind. But how must that regret be increased, 
when it is recollected that the invasion really originated in 
our treatment of his people, and that according to testimony, 
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the most direct, he was not even a party to the hostilities 
for which he suffered sucb indignity and cruelty. On the 
contrary, it is in eridence that after the war broke out be 
sent to the frontier chiefs, pOBitively urging them to abstain 
from hostilities.* I never to this day heard that he was 
ever convicted of anything like actual, or hostile engage- 
ment against the colony, nor have we ever professed to 
regard him in any other light than as onr friend. 

As sucb, the writer was requested in April 1830, to con- 
vey to him and to certain of his people, a number of presents 
from the colonial authorities, in consideration of their 
interposition, and assistance afforded to the shipwrecked 
crew of the Sole, a short time previously. And again 
in July, the same year, when Zeko was murdered, and 
Magoogoo, another chief, taken prisoner, I was desired by 
Capt Stockenstrom, the commissioner general, to com- 
municate the most friendly assurances to Hinza, informing 
kim that he had nothing to fear from the commando, then in 
the country. The commando, as might be expected, pro- 
duced however no small degree of excitement; for the 
moment, in fact, it placed us all in considerable danger. 
The communication, just alluded to, had the desired effect of 
allaying the king's fears, but not of removing his suspcions; 
and until the practice of our government is more fully and 
truly consonant with our promises and professions, not only 
will the native chiefs themselves have too much cause for such 
surmises, but the lives of British missionaries also cannot 
but be placed occasionally, at least, in the utmost jeopardy. 
That a man, circumstanced as Hinza was, should endea- 
vour to effect his escape, is certainly not very surprising ; 
nor would it satisfactorily prove, excepting indeed to the 
Hon. Col. S., who bad, of course, to get up somo account 
of his death, — any extraordinary degree of treachery or 
savageism, beyond that of which human nature is universally 
capable. He was manifestiy placed in a most difficult 
• Hin.ETid. p.ilM. 
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position ; which position oiigbt to have been steadily borne 
in mind hj all who had charge of him, as it called for 
sj-mpothy and forbearance, rather than for the repulsive 
harshness of marshal law. Apart from his Amapakati, or 
council, in concert with whom the Kafier chiefs uniformly 
act, rarely or never adopting any momentous measure alone ; 
yet apart from these, he is required to determine an imme- 
diate levy oi fijly tkoumnd head of cattle; a measure 
which could not hut bear much more generally upon the 
innocent than upon the guilty, — these usually contriving to 
secure themselves, either by sale, or by concealment of the 
stolen property, thus rendering its adoption much more diffi- 
cult. He indeed tells his Excellency that he could not do it 
without assistance ; and therefore requests that some of the 
troops might accompany him with the view, as we may rea- 
sonably suppose, of frightening his subjects into the measure. 
No sooner however do these set out, than the command- 
ing officer, strangely enough, gives expression to his sus- 
picion that the king would endeavour to give them the slip ; 
and thus begins to work upon his fears, declaring that if be 
attempted such a thing he should certainly be shot. This 
at once placed him in the position of a prisoner of war, 
whereas the testimony of the governor himself demon- 
stratively proves that Hinza came into the camp, and thmc 
remained, as a voluntary homage: on this point therefwi; 
hinges a very weighty consideration, into which however it 
is not my province to enter. It is, of course, quite im- 
pos^ble to say what the king's thoughts were at the time 
he receiveil this communication; hut it would not be at all 
unnatural for him to conclude that he had at length got 
into " the trap" of which ibe boors had long before given 
him warning. I never knew anything gained by this kind 
of suspicious expresssion to the native himself ; but I have 
known much achieved by evincing all possible confidence. 
This indeed will sometimes inspire confidence, despite of 
the savage himself; whilst the other line of conduct in nine 
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cases out of ten, is calculated to engender suspicion, wfaicfa 
may possibly break out in downright treachery. The 
whole line of procedure seems to have been most deplorable, 
coupled, as it was, with the strange demands of the governor 
al the very outset. 

In formally declaring war upon Hinza, his Excellency 
assigns five reasons; /our oi which are grounded upon 
injuries sustained by British subjects. Some of these had 
been plundered and compelled to flee for refuge to one of 
our mission stations in the Tambookie country ; and two 
others [English traders] had been murdered. As an 
atonement for this outrage he requires not only the lives of 
the murderers, though these also; — but ikree hundred 
head of cattle fur each beside. 

Now one of these traders appears to have fallen while the 
troops were in the country ; and, in fact, within a few miles 
of the governor's camp : consequently at a moment when 
the people were in a state of extreme irritation ; and we 
are not put in possession of a single word of information, 
as to whether the unhappy man did not in any way trifle 
with this irritated feeling, and thus hasten his own death. 
We know traders who have not been at all careful to avoid 
giving offence either by word or deed ; and we know more- 
over that with the army at his elbow, and influenced by the 
dominant feelings of an old soldier [believing that we know 
the man,^ all this is quite possible. The other is said to 
have been "murdered at his own door, by a Kaffer of the 
tribe of Hinza ; or by a Fingoo sen^ant, suborned by one of 
liis people. And that although the act was duly made 
known to Hinza, no effectual steps have ever been taken 
for the punishment of the murderer, and for giving satisfac- 
tion in the matter to his Majesty the King of England, for 
this unprovoked murder of one of his subjects."* 

Both these cases are truly distressing ; and if unprovoked, 

as stated, they called for condign punishment. But pray 

• Par. Papers on the War. p. 35 
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'what law, human or divine, would authorise the demand of 
siic hundred head of cattle, in addilion to the blood of the 
culprits, — backed, as that demand is by a threat, that 
immediate compliance therewith must Ibrm a principal 
condition, on which the entire desolation of the country, by 
" fire and sword," was to be prevented ! Is not this, tttU 
dealing with the Kaffers as savages, and not as men 9 One 
cannot but imagine that bis Excellency must have been 
conscious that fae was demanding of the native what we 
had never awarded to the native; compensation for injuries 
done to British subjects, such as we never made for injuries 
done to Kaffer subjects ; and satisfaction to " his Majesty 
the King of England," such as we never yet rendered to the 
King of Caffiraria.* 

• About NoTember, 1834, a boor of the name of Botkma complained of 
haying lost 8 or 10 calves; upon nbich thekraat of Mokomo vas imme- 
diately attacked bj a strong force of Cape cavalry and armed boors, 
under command of the Hon. Captain Massey, wbo seized 411 head of 
cattle. Two or three days a^er this foray, Mokomo sent three of his 
men with a message of peace to the Field-Comet, Vandernest, stating 
that he desired most earnestly to live on amicable terms with the culo- 
nisls; that, in proof of this, he bad forwarded two oxen, which he 
understood belonged to some of the neighbouring boors, together with a 
female slave who had absconded from the colony ; that he knew nothing 
of the cause of the recent attack upon his people, and therefore begged 
that Vandemest would use his influence with the commandant to get 
their cattle restored. Soon after their delivery of the uien and the slave, 
the messeogers heard the Field-Comet order ont a Dumber of aimed 
boors, who happened at that moment to be at his honse ; upon which, 
they concluded that their message had given offence, became alarmed, 
and ran off with all haste towards the forest. Having crossed the 
rivnlet, hard bj, they stopped, as if to see whether they were pursued, or 
to hold communication, if required; but at thai moment, the boor 
having ordered his men to fire, one of them fell dead at the feet of his 
companions; and another was dreadfully, if not mortally, wounded; so 
that one only was able to relorn with the tidings to bis chief- Now 
some time previously to this occurrence, this said Vandemest was 
amongst Mokomo's elan, and requested that in the event of either horses 
or cattle belonging to him being found, or recovered, the Kaffers would 
not take them to Fort-Willshire, or Oiaham's Town, as he never got 
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tbem »b«ll thiu dispoud of, bnl bring lliem immeJMels to (utMcff. And 
SDcb was tbe motineT in which ha requited their kindnen. It will, 
donbtleas, be asked, what was tbe aatisTactiuii awarded to Mokomo in 
this aOiui ? Why, in the Colonial Secretary's letter respecting it, which 
is now lying before d«, the Dutch boor in qneetion is highly compli- 
mented for hii zeal and actiTity as Field-Carnet, and then told that 
■- altboogh the existing regulations, nith r^piid to the relations between 
the KafFers and the Colony, order that all male Kaffers found within tbe 
boundary of tbe Colony sball be shot, his Excellency cannot learn, but 
with deep regret, that the Fleld-Cumet, Vandemest, shonld have been so 
haity on the present occs^on." Pu. Papers, 1686, part L p.p. 181, 182. 
—4friciatS>ietche», p. iM. 

In August, 1830, a native warrior belonging to Bookhoo, Hiaza's 
brother, was shot by one of our tradert from the colony, on the left bank 
of the Kae River,and within about 20 miles of the spot upon which Sir 
B. D'lTrban eacamped, when iu Hinza's territory. Because the Eaffer 
*' continued to tease him for a present," in cousideratioQ of some little 
service be had rendered, the trader took up his ^n, and laid him dead at 
his feet. He then dragged him into his hut, and endeavoured to conceal 
the body, but in vain, as the natives soon became acquainted with the 
circumstance, and gathered together in considerable nnmbers, so that be 
was obliged to flee. His arrival in the colony was speedily reported, 
with all the ctrcimistances of tbe case { and what was his punishment ? 
He wa> deprived of hit licence ae a trader ! Having stated that he was 
not aware of the gnn being loaded at tbe time, tbe matter was allowed 
to drop i and many weeks did not elapse before he was again traversing 
Caffraria, (though destitute of license,) with as ntach boldness as ever. 
The chief no sooner heard that the trader bad absconded, than he 
despatched messengers to Butterworth, recommending some trusty per- 
son being immediately put in charge of the property, (three wagons, 
oxen, and a quantity of merchandise,) which he had leR behind. The 
oxen and wagons belonged to a person in Graham's Town, who, accom- 
paujed by a friend, forthwith hastened to the spot; and, on making out 
his claim, received the whole uninjured. " The result of this affair,'' 
says a writer in the S. Africmt Advertiser, September 29, 1830, " as 1^ 
as regards these barbarous neighbours of ours, as we are taught to 
consider tbem, evinces, in tbe strongest light, the benefits of a change of 
system, as well as tbe happy effects produced by the Missionary Settle- 
ments among them. Tbe institution of Bntterworth, (near Hinaa's 
residence J was established about three years unce, at which time Bookhoo 
was a lawless character; and, from a difference between bin and Hinza, 
had deserted bis country with his fojiowen, and robbed amongst tbe 
Tambookies. On his retnm, he gradnally became more inclined to 



...■CbyGOO^IC 



99 

From this strange disregftrd of native interestB, and native 
anthority, we easily slide into measures which almost 
inevitably tend to a perfect usurpation of native territory. 
The spirit that prompts tbe one, is ever disposed, and only 
requires a little more liberty to accomplish the other. It is 
thus that, 

V. Their COUNTRY has been ag^a and agiun deso- 
lated. 

We talk indeed, and talk truly, about the peace of the 
colony being much disturbed, and of the great sacrijice both 
of comfort and property hereby occasioned ; but is there 
really no well grounded complaint of a similar nature on 
the other side ? Has not the peace of Cafiraria likewise 
been disturbed, and considerable portions of it absolutely 
desolated again and again ? Such, in fact, is the preseut 
mode of proceeding that the moment our musquetrj' is heard 
in the coiinlry, every man stands in jeopardy, not knowing 
at whom our shails are to be hurled ; but knowing, fiill well, 
that our general plan is to pounce upon our object by 
surprise. Cattle are wanted ; and cattle must be had of 
some one ; and wherever the seizure is made, resistance is 
death. Nay, from the Hon. Capt. Stockenstrom, the 
Aborigines Committee have leamt, that it was gravely 
proposed to make tlie traces of stolen cattle to a Kaffer 

liiten to reason : and now, when tbe death of one of hia nibjecls might 
have alnoat wutauted hU teizare of the property, as an indeouiificBtion, 
be refValns, and desires that it might be taken under the care of those 
who be saw were spreading peace and knowledge amongst Ibem ; and in 
the inbseqnent council, nbioh he bad ordered to assemble, we see two 
indiTiduaU, unatteoded by antbority «t force, surrounded by Bach a 
number, loaie of them exasperated l>y tbelonof aMend, pleading their 
cause { and after a thorough inreshgaUan of their claims, obtaining 
indemnification to the faUett extent." 

We leare these facts to tell their own tale, simply remarking, that 
compensation, or any k)nd of aatliiaction to tbe abore mentioned chiefs, 
was never, to this daj, so much as bfeard of. 
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hamlet, sufficient aulhoritp/or thooting its inhabitants /* 
The evidence of that genUemaD, as also of Capt. B. and 
others respecting our patrols, commandos, &c., render it 
lamentably manifest, that numbers have been thus sum- 
marily sacrificed upon their own hearth s-t 

Such having been the awful power put into the hands of 
a company of soldiers, or a Sew Dutch boors, no native had 
any ground of coniideuce as to safety for a single day ; on 
the contrary, knowing that many of his countrymen had 
actually fallen under that power, though as innocent of the 
thefts or depredations said to have been committed, as the 
child unborn, he could not hut feel himself ever in danger. 
The following fact, which I have transcribed from my 
journal as entered at the time, may serve to illustrate this 
point. 

Sundiif, Dec. IStb., [|IS35.] " Ere day began to dawn, ire nere aroused 
bj the rnmour of war ; and crowds of natives flocted to our station in 
(he ntmiist confusion and alarm. A company nf soldiers had been sent 
against Chusoo's clan, a predatory band, that infested the neighbouring' 
mountains; and the report of their guns induced all the Eurronnding- 
dans to expect a sisit, as no one seemed to know against whom leogeance 
was determined. The miBBiim grounds were on this occasion made the 



■ Min. Evid. p. 238. 

f In the course of evidence indeed, we find one witness, while labouring 
to put the best face possible upon the cominando system, niost philo- 
sophically trimming the fact of "nineteen souls" destroyed in the 
reeoveiy of " TWENTr-ONE hobses," as if beasts and bushmen were per- 
fectly on a par, in point of value. And in this he has unintetilionaUy, but 
Btriltingly enenipKficd the spirit of our frontier policy; which, from the 
beginning, has sympathized much more fully with the parties losing 
cattle, than with those losing souls ; and which has all along been 
cruelly trijling with that upon which heaien has stamped an infinite 
value— putting it in the power ofavaricioia, rash, and rer-kleti iRifindiuif* 
to hurl /ellotB-immoTtah iMo eternity, and that without a moment's warn- 
ing, on comparatively trivial pretexts. I sympathise not with the man 
who, to screen this person, oi to court that, attempts for a moment to ' 
deny this. 
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raUjing p<^iitj and erer; one uemed Ihm to consideT himielf Mfe. In 
the coane of & few boan the baah}' banks of the Koonja, were completely 
thronged, both with men and cattle. The solemnities of tbe sabbath 
were conieqaentl; greatly disturbed ; neTertbeleis, anpleaaant as were 
the circumstancea in which we vrere herebj placed, thty faroiehed ns 
with an excellent opportonity tai enforcing a highly important teuon. 
Some of the chief captains were extremely Bolicit«ns loknow whether we 
■honid Dse our influence in endearonring to protect them from dangei, 
in case the troops came to Haunt Coke; upon which I gare them dis- 
tinctly to nndersland, that while ne should cheerftiUy interest ourselves 
to the nttermott, in behalf of all who were determined to renonnce their 
rinfnl piactices, the mission Tillage most on no account whaterer, be 
regarded as a refage for tbievea. The propriety of this principle they 
ftankly acknowledged i and t'>ak all I loidin very good parL They 
nef ertheleai disavowed all knowledge of any recent depredation npon the 
colonists i and I was bappy Bubsequently to find that circamstancet fkiUy 
bore out the troth of their statement. 

"The baxbaroosty indiscriminate manner in which military expeditious 
have sometimes rushed npon the frontier tribes, spreading desolation and 
death on accouot of robberies committed by individuals unknown, has 
naturally rendered the very sound of such expeditions dreadful throu^ont 
the land. On all occasions of this Idnd, moreover, the poor women are 
perfect slaves. Hence, 1 observed many aged females passing by in the 
course of the day, having both heads and hands so heavily laden with 
faydes, calabashes, and various cooking utensils, as to be scarcely able to 
move. Thus circumstanced, great nimiben doubtless fall into the hands 
of the enemy in times of war, for their husbands afford lliem little or 
no protection, nor yet any assistance whaterer. The preservation of the 
cattle constitutes the grand object of their solicitude ; and with these, 
which are regnlarly trained for the purpose, they mu at an astonishing 
rate, leaving both wive* and children to take their chance. The con- 
sequence is obvions, and most distressing ; although comparatively few 
cattle may be lost in their flight, numbers of calve* die; alter which 
tbe cows give no more milk ; so that the quantity of food is seriously 
diminished, and many a poor family is almost hongered to death, having 
at most nothing but wild root* to subsist upon." 

Whilst such is the vexatious and injurious anuoyance, to 
which our immediate neighbours are ever and anon sub- 
jected, the system in operation, is manifestly such as to 
place even tbe remoter tribes in considerable, and constant 
jeopardy. Of this fact, we have afflicting evidence in our 
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extennination of the Mkani in 1828.*^ ' As this affair 
seems to have formed a grand link in the chain of events, by 
which a spirit of inquiry has, at length, been dragged forth ; 
and as the account given of it, in the " Cafirarian Researches," 
appears to have occasioned much discussion and remark, 
Tre have been led to look at the whole subject, much more 
closely and lai^ely, than was ever intended. 

In the course of a review of various works on Southern 
Africa, which appeared in one of tbe teli^ous periodicals 
last year, this afiair is distinctly and repeatedly referred to; 
and as if anxious to veil the sanguinary deeds connected 
with it, the writer [whom out of regard for his office I for- 

■ Tbe Filuud, as fiu u we have been able to leani, were a remnant of 
the Mantatee host, which is said to have come ori^nall; tiom the 
neighbourhood of Port Natal ; and which, in 1893-4, attaeied the Bat- 
rlapee, and other BoMhuana tribes in the vicinage of IjAtakoo. After 
being then repulsed b; the fire-anas of tbe Griquas, the main body 
dlTlded, throwing off its different part* in rery widely different dlree. 
tions. One seems to have token a north -cBsterly conrae, and another 
came down to the Eonthward, where they at lenglh reached the territory 
of the Amaponeda; and having stationed themselves near the embou- 
chures of the I7m(ataS{i«r, they, from thence occaiionalty salliedforth in 
sWrmishing parties, npon the outskirts of the Tambookle tribe. "They 
had been bereft of their country," says a British officer in evidence, " by 
Cbatia, and had, under ilfatafsMe, the father ofSIatawBna, gone forth to 
gratiQi their revenge, and to satisiy their wants." (Min. Erid. p. S97.) 
What revenge they bad to grainy upon the Booshoanas, who appear to 
have been altogether unconnected with Chaka, and whom that officer 
admits they first attacked, I know not; bat certain it is, that these 
wretched hordes were goaded onwards by rfire necessity i and having 
been plundered, they were compelled to plunder i^ain to " satisfy their 
wants." This seems to be the grand, and moat prominent feature of the 
whole case. Their circumstances therefore, and their sitaation altogether, 
-.vcre such as londly called for our commiseration and conciliatory i^d, 
.-ather than for a display of military prowess. Wbateter they might have 
df.ne, or not done to others, certain it is, that they never so mucb as 
' rake a lance with us, nor yet stole an ox from us { nor does it appear 
iliat they were less than some 290 or 300 miles Aom oor colonial frontier, 
ut the time we attacked them. 
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besu: to name] sagely tells us that, on visitiDg the Ama 
poneda, oae of the missionaries " found that the defeat of 
Matuwana, by Col. Somerset, and their rescue trom his 
power in 1838, bad become the principal topics of their 
national Bongs." This intelligence, foTBOoth, is brought to 
oar ears joBt as the report of the late invasion was beginning 
to lay hold of the public mind, and when Cafiraria was 
literally groaning under the ravages of war ! Ae Lfae article, 
containing this statement, may by possibility have come 
under your eye, I feel bound, injustice to the Amaponeda, 
expliciUy to state, that although I travelled, and spent some 
time amongst that tribe, after the event alluded to, I never 
so much as once beard any such topic introduced into any 
of their songs, war, or natiottal. Passing by the &ct, 
howerer, and to say nothing of the apparent ignorance, 
herein betrayed, of the wordings of human nature, and the 
feelings natural to savage life, when the heatbenish joy of a 
barbarous tribe over the destruction of its neighbours, or 
even of its enemies, is thus gravely presented to the religious 
public, as a sort of set off against the desolating operations 
of a commando,* it is certainly high time to look all the 
circumstances of that case fully in the face. 

•"CoRutiDuIa, is merelythenuneattacliedtoftfoi'ce collected; eitheia 
regular roiliUr; force, or partly military aad partly ciril. On a com- 
plaint being mode bj farmers to the ciril commissioner, of any lou of 
cattle, he forwards particulars to tlie conunandaBt, {the officer eora- 
maading the regular forces on the frnotier), nho forthwith orders a 
detachment of the Hottentot corps, called the ' Cape Honoted Riflemen,' 
to follow in the track; and from the nearest kraal ofKaflen they are 
traced to, the officer demands a nnmber et^Dal to that lost. It freqnentty 
follows that the innoetni are puniabed for tht gidltji : for the thieves are 
often BO adroit as to mislead their pursuers, by driring the stolen cattle 
direct to another tribe's kraal; and then in the night time taking a 
circoitoos course to their own. Thig is the nsaal practice of pursaing, 
and is called a Patrol; hat when information has reached the com- 
mandant and ciTil commiesioner, that there are a number of stolen 
cattle in any paTticalar kraal, fta in Kaffeiland, the fimner summons a 
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Not content with representing it as a necessaiy espedient, 
Col. W. seems to hare put forth the most determined eflbrt, 
when before the Aborigines Committee, to show that this 
expedition was really and truly a humane measure; nay 
more, that it was altogether "unobjectionable on the grounds 
of humanity." And in endeavoaring to prove this, he 
adduces certain observations made by the Rev. Messrs. S. 
and B. which he places in juxtaposition with an extract 
from the " Caffrarian Researches," for the purpose, apparent- 
ly, of neutraliziDg or nulliiying my account of that awful 
business.* Highly as I esteem those gentlemen, being 
personally acquainted with both, and willing as I might be 
respectfully to defer to their opinion in matters of minor 
importance, it would Ul become me to allow their viewe^-or 
even the attachments of Irientkihip Ut interfere, in sach a 
case, with a great and public duty, affecting the interests of 
millions of my fellow creatures. Besides, as Col. W. has 

nunber of Dutch fannen, and with nieb of ttie military as be may 
require, be proceeds to re- take the cattle ; and this moTement, either on 
a larger or smaller scale, is called a CommaDdo." Miu. Evld. pp. 4. 36. 
■ To gire nyerwhelmlng weight to the obnereatioiu he adduces, Col. 
W. I perceiie, informs the committee, that the gentlemen kbove allnded 
to, ■' Ttrided many ytnn ta KaffrrliBid," and had therefore enjoyed "/or 
better opportitnitiei of /mining earrect conclaeiatu than Mr. Kay." It ia 
perfectly amusing to see .the shifts, to which some persons will allow 
themselTes to be driven, when determined to support a bad cause. Pr^ 
what does all this high loauding period—" many years in Kafferland ''— 
really amount to ? Why, one of these gentlemen bad not been tm j/targ 
in the country altogether, at the time he made the obtnatioyi* in qaes- 
lion, «s appears from the date, (which, as in the other case also. Col. W. 
bu mottconvenUtilts left out qfaiyht) ; and the other was not in Afiicaat 
all when the Fikani wore extirpated ; nor did he so much as see Kaffer- 
land for the greater part of two years aflorwards. Although peenliaxly 
unfortunate for CoL W., it is, of course, no disparagement to dtbar of 
tbose iudiridnals, to say, that the Author of " Tratels and Researches in 
Caffraria," was upwards of tix yean ia Southern Africa, before the 
former appeared upon its shores; and nearly ten, before the latter so 
much as entered the field. 
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thought proper, without even their knowledge, to throw them 
into this unseeming portion, and to embody their observa- 
tions in his own evidence, we may fairly regard them as 
hit own, and treat them accordingly. Permit me then 
distinctly to state, that, notwithstanding all which has even 
yet heen said, my opinion of the appalling facts inrolved in 
this transaction remains wholly unchanged ; consequently, 
I cannot but solemnly, and i^ain lift up my voice against it. 
First. — Because, as correctly intimated in the observations 
alluded to, the very "principle" of such proceedings is 
altogether " unjustifiable" I never yet heard of a com- 
mando that was really, and truly "unobjectionable on the 
grounds of humanity;" nor can I, in fact, conceive it pos- 
sible, as the thing has all along existed at the Cape. How 
the Hon. Col. managed to arrive at such an unqu^ified 
conclusion, I know not; seeing that, according to the very 
statement he himself has adduced, the circumstances con- 
nected with and consequent upon that commando, [and for 
which we therefore stand ^sponsible,] wece undeniably 
such as to make humanity shudder. In the outset, indeed, 
he angularly enough talks of some whg "hint at the per- 
petration of cruelties ;" as if the whole amounted to a mere 
shadow, talked, or written into terrific reality ; and then adds, 
that " in discussing the merits or demerits of tJie commando 
in 1828, we have to do with facts." Very well; let us hear 
the tale from the Colonel himself. Quoting trom the Jour- 
nal of Mr. S., he says, " several were, after all, cruelly and 
wantonly murdered." Here then is the testimony of Messrs. 
B. and S. conjointly, as adduced by the witness in question ; 
fitom which, it appears that, what the one party is said to 
have merely "hinted" at, the other has positively asserted. 
Happily for the former, however, much higher authority is 
at hand. In the Farliamentaij Papers of 1835, we find 
Col. S., the commanding officer on that occasion, stating, 
ex officio, that " after a continued fire from six o'clock to 
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aboat half-past one, the enemy was driven from all points ; 
and I found, by reports from the rear, during these opetations, 
the Kafiers [our allies,] who I regret to say did not attempt 
to render me tlie least assistance against the enemy — had 
employed themselves in the work of destruction, by slaying 
and wounding the women and children, whom they found 
in the huts along the mountain, and in the rear." * From 
hence then, it appears, that in addition to the slaughter 
effected during that time amongst their warriors, by our 
troops, this hind of " horrible destruction,'* as Col. Somerset 
very correctly expresses it, " was going forward for fall 
seven hours and a half!" Now surely these " well attested 
facts" ought to have convinced Col. W. that the statements 
of those whom be represents as "hinting at the perpetration 
of cruelties," were not altogether chimerical; but that they 
had some " claim to public attention," of which, he seems 
very desirous of depriving them; — and further, that the 
document he has produced ought not to have been " obtruded 
upon public attention," unless much better supported by 
" well attested facts." As it affects to reduce the sum total 
of " cruel and wanton murders" on that occasion, to the 
comparatively insignificant number of " several," I can 
bardly believe that the writer was really acquainted with 
all the circumstances of the case ; or that it was ever 
intended to embrace the whole affair; seeing that it, in 
fact, only presents to view what actually took place the day 
afterwards. Hence Col. S. adds, " in returning, the follow- 
ing day, several were rescued from the Kaffers, who were 
murdering the little children, by knocking them on the 
head with their clubs." 

Had this buriness been quite a new experiment, the case 
altogether would have been widely different. But with all 
our knowledge of the Kaffers, — of the circumstances in 

• Fart ii. pp. 37, S& 



...■CbyGOOglC 



47 

which they were then placed, — of the reveogefnl feelings 
they were then indulging, towards those agfuost whom they 
were goiag, added to all our commando practice for many 
years past, the conclusion is inevitable, that, if detenniaed 
/Ajm to carry out the principle of hostile interference with 
the intestine broils of the tribes, it became imperative upon 
US, not merely to prohibit barbarity and wanton cruelty, 
but, to put some effectual check upon the infuriated spirits 
of our allies; the neglect of which, certainly involves the 
question, of humanity. Why the latter should have been 
left in the rear, and our troops made to fight their battles 
without so mnch as allowing the native forces first to try 
th^r own strength, is a question which naturally rises in 
coie's mind. Would it not have been quite time enough for 
us to have rendered that kind of kelp, when trial had given 
proof that they were really too weak, and therefore in 
danger of being overwhelmed ; and that the appearance, 
moreover, of our army in their rear was not sufficiently 
influential? Apart, however, from these considerations 
altogether, I cannot but regard. 

Secondly. — The mode of attack, as being any thing but 
"unobjectionable," on the grounds above stated. Notwith- 
standing tdl that has been done, and I believe every thing 
has been done, that could be done, to give the best possible 
aspect to this part of the transaction, it is still too manifest, 
that the entire extermination of the Fikani, rather than 
their salvation, was contemplated. I wish it could be 
satisfactorily made to appear otherwise. 

It must not be forgotten, that these ill-fated hordes had 
been attacked about a month before ; and that, as appears 
from the letter of a British officer recorded in the Minutes 
of Evidence, by a party, whom the colonial government had 
commissioned to visit the Zoolah king, " for the purpose 
of endeavouring to persuade him to relinquish the plans for 
sul^ugating the several tribes, between his countiy and the 
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tiolony, wUch it was understood he liad formed." After 
trarelling ten or twelve days, and witnessing the ravages 
made on the coast by certain bands of that chief's warriors, 
out ambassador received a message Ironi, and forthwith 
joined the Tambookie chief against the Fihaui, accompanied 
by as many of his attendants as were willing to engage in 
an enterprize, so different from that on which they originally 
set out " On my meeting with Voosani," says that gentle- 
man, " he represented to me the condition of his plundered 
people;" upon which, " I recommended him to collect his 
men, which, having made previous preparations for that 
purpose, he did the following day ; and a body of six thou- 
sand moved forward. I myself, with twenty men of my 
party, accompanied them, intending to assist in the event 
of that being necessary. On descending into the plains 
near the embouchures of the Umtata river * » * 
the opportunity of giving the marauders a lesson o0ering 
itself on this occasion, I did not hesitate in avfdling myself 
of it," &c. This " lesson" cost the Fikani many lives, and 
five or six and twenty thousand head of cattle ; all which, 
the Tambookies were allowed to take, as an indemnificaUon, 
without reference either to identity or number, as touching 
those they had lost.* This, as mi^t have been anticipated, 



■ " The GoTemment," saja a carrespondent is one of the Cape papers, 
(tlie "Colonist,") "is at leogtli committed ^ blood haa been shed, and 
the eolony perhaps plonged in war. How bj all this might have been 
aToided, niser heads than mine must determine. On all snub occasions 
there is a difierence of opinion ; but I mnst say, that those who deplore 
the erent greatly preponderate." And then, in the same namber, the 
editor himself remarks, " that the attack made upon Chaka's people," 
(nhich the Fikani were supposed to be, the distiaction between the two 
bodies not being' then fully nnderstood,] " is a gross Tiolation of the laws 
of nations, appears manifest from the authorities produced in our former 
nnmber, which are corroborated by another eminent writer in words to 
the following effect ; — •' How erident soeTcr may he the jastiee of onr 
pretensions, and the adrantage which we hare reason to expect from a 
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so enraged Matuwana, Oieir cliiefi that he immediately 
determined on retaliating, and soon afterwards sent to 
Yoosani a threatening message, declaring that he should 
pay him a visit when " the white men, with guns, were not 
at hand to help him." This threat was at length executed ; 
and then followed the commando in question. Although 
several weeks elapsed however, between this, and our last 
attack, during which interval, attention was again and 
again called to the subject in the public papers, I never so 
much as heard that any measure was ever adopted hy 
way of inducing these strangers to retire from our fron- 
tiers ;— 'Uo warning was ever sent, apprizing them of oui 
intentions, in the event of their not retiring; nor had we, 
in fact, any friendly intercourse with ihem whatever. Thai 
they were accessible is clear, the officer, just alluded to, having 
himself informed ns that the messengers sent to Matuwana, 
even by the Tambookie chief, although not very graciously 
received, were permitted to return. " It was fully my in- 
tention," adds he, " to have sought an interview with Matu- 
wana, the Monguana chief, but I considered that had I 
done so, previously to the attack, time would thereby have 
been given to him to secure the captured cattle in the fast- 
nesses of the mountains ; and the great ol^ect I had in 
view, in giving assistance would have been lost sight of, 
and when, towards evening, the Fikaui bad retired, that 
was impossible, or rather hazardous." I should think very 
much so, and hence it was very wise in the gallant com- 
mander not to attempt it ; for it was scarcely probable that 
the enraged chief would then have received bim in a very 
friendly manner, after the drubbing he and his people had 
just experienced. 

From hence, then, it Ls quite evident that there was no 

irar, we anst nut foe that reason &t once hare recourse to arms, but try 
beforehand to terminate the aCTur bj* some mild method." Puffendorff, 
Droit des Gens. liv. 8. c. ti. % 4. 
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kind of negociation witlr Matuwana on that occasion ,■ and 
our next, and last meetiag, was even more hostile sUU ; 
for we then pounced upon him with all the force the colony 
could possibly spare: consequeatly, so lar as we were 
concerned, all inteicourse with that people from first, to 
last, was not only unamicable, but absolutely enemous 
and destructive; that, in short, if any wish existed, no 
proper effort was erer made to lare tfiem. The mo- 
tnetit our soldiers first heaiA of them, the TambooUes 
were "adeised" to muster all their forces foe a battle 
with them : — ^when Hinza, and his neighbour, subse- 
quently requested colonial assistance, nothing less than a 
commando could be thought of; — and when that com- 
mando reaches the spot, they are not so much as allowed 
to see it, until made to feel its overwhelming power. " The 
enemy," says Col, S. " was prevented seeing my force, by a 
small ridge which intersected the plain. Capt. Aitcheson 
having marched round this, moved up to the enemy's 
advance to within fifteen yards of them, when the interpre- 
ter spoke to them. I observed that he continued his 
endeavaurs to parley with them, for a considerable time ; 
during this period, the enemy continued closing in upon 
his small par^, evidently endeavouring to surround him. 
* * * Capt A. finding himself thus pushed, was 
obliged to fire in bis own defence." 

Now upon this "parley," I beg leave to remark, 1. That 
numbers, to my certain knowledge, who were actually on 
the commando, and evidently within a very short dis- 
tance of Capt A. at the moment he is said to have 
been engaged in holding it, asserted, most positively, and 
that immediately after their return, that nothing of the 
kind had ever taken place ; the whole, therefore, must have 
been managed, not only very quickly, but very quietly. 
And 3dly. Admitting, for a moment, that the officer's life 
was in danger, I cannot even yet tmdeistand the " hu- 
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manity," of therefore endangering Uie lives of thousands 
by rushing imtanter upon a tribe of naked A&icans, with 
all our force of cavalry, musquetiy, and heavy artillery ! With 
regtird to this story about Capt. Aitcheson's danger, however, 
all will doubtless be able to form a tolerably correct idea of 
its weight and importance, when told that he was not only 
well mounted and armed himself, but backed by a thousand 
troopers and twenty-six thousand natives, who were all 
within guD-shot ; and supported too, right and left, by a 
party nearly, if not quite, equal to that which completely 
routed the very same people only a few weeks before. 
Nevertheless, admitting even still further, that all Ihis 
really look place, and that there was the danger stated, I 
would, Sdly, put it to every well-constituted mind, as to 
whether such a parley, under euch circumstances, by a 
British army, and with an uaciTilized people, almost 
wholly ignorant of our mode of warfare, could really and 
truly be deemed "unobjectionable ?" The account given 
by Col. S. which fell into my hands but a short time ago, 
more than substantiates all I had stated in the " Caflrarian 
Researches," — rendering it most startlingly evident that the 
Monguanas, agreeably to general patrol and commando 
usage, were taken by surprise, — no message having been 
sent forward — no warning given that a battle was intended, 
nor any intimation whatever, that our troops were at their 
door. 

Had the commando shewn itself on the top of the hill, 
and there pointed out to the barbarian army the utrum 
horum, the olive branch or bayonet, we should have had 
something to say in their defence ; but instead of this, they 
were kept in the shade behind the hill; " where," says the 
coromanding officer, " I halted for a few minutes, to make 
the necessary disposition of my force:" during which short 
interval, and while actually preparing for batfle, he "directed 
Captain Aitcheson to move forward with the interpreter and 
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about twenty men, and endeavour to speak with some of 
tbe enemy's people." It seems to have been quite immate- 
rial who he spoke with, or how ; and despite of all possible 
candour, a query will arise, as to whether the grand object 
of this movemput was not to secure something in the shape 
of a pretext, for the dreadful blaze we were just about to 
open upon them, and enable Ub subsequently to say that 
such a thing bad been done, rather than to give the Fikani 
any thing like a fair chance for life. Hence the moment 
Capt. A. is seen to fire, without another question, " / lost 
no time" says Col. S., " in sending the supporta forward, 
when the action became general at all points" This, 
observe, took place about dawn of day ; so that while a great 
part of the people were still fast asleep, the rush of horses, 
the clashing of spears, and the horrid roar of musquetry thus 
poured in upon tliem on every side. According to informa- 
tion communicated to the author, by persons who witnessed 
tbe whole scene, very few seconds seem to have elapsed ere 
every hut was vacated, and thousands seen scampering off 
in ever)' direction. Numbers, gaunt, and emaciated by hun- 
ger and age, crawled out of their miserable sheds, but with 
pitiable apathy sat, or lay down again as if heedless of their 
fate. Many of the females cast away Uieir little ones, tbe 
more readily to effect their owu escape; whilst others 
actually plunged into tbe deepest parts of the adjacent river, 
with infants upon their backs. In this situation, some were 
drowned; others speared; and many stoned to death by 
tbe savage throng. When the troops returned to tbe point 
whence they started, the field presented a scene indescriba- 
bly shocking ; — old decrepid men, with their bodies pierced, 
and heads almost cut off; pregnant females ripped open ; 
legs broken, and hands severed from the arms, for the pur- 
pose, apparently, of getting the armlets or some other trifling 
ornament ; litUe children mutilated and horribly mangled ; 
many, in whom the spark of life had become extinct; some, 
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who were slUl struggliog in the agonies of deaUi, and othttrs 
neatly lifeless, endeavouring to crawl about amongst the 
dead. And yet it la now gravely argued, before a " Select 
Committee of the House of Commons," that the commando 
signalized by these, as a few of the concomitant circum- 
stances, was altogether " unobjectionable on the ground of 
humanity !" There can he little donbt however, but the 
committee, and indeed the whole British public, will be 
much more strongly inclined to adopt the opinion of the 
Lieut.-Govemor, who frankly declares that this " expedi- 
tion has brought such indelible disgrace upon us, tliat any 
attempt to prevent a repetition may be safely coneidered 
supererogatory." * 

That Col. W. with such an authority before bim, and 
with such facts in full view, should drag into evidence the 
following passage is certainly passing strange. " If any 
doubt the humanity of British interference in 1828, let bim 
travel along the Umtakalte River; and among the mountains 
near the sources of that river, and in the burnt kraals and 
human skdetous which be will observe on all sides, he will 
find specimens of the humanity of the Zoolas, Zwabies, and 
people of Matuaktna." t 

Now if the Hon. witness was really driven to such a line 
ofai^ument as this; and this expedition, in the opinion 
even of its apologists, required such a ghastly flourish of 
words — cxbibiting "human skeletom'" as "specimens of 
humanity'" forsooth, and that amidst the most horrid 
scenes of Zoola cruelty — in order to render it at all recon- 
cileable, no one, I am persuaded, will find much difficulty 
in arriving at a just estimate of its true character, from this 
passage alone. And if "burnt kraals" [hamlets,] and 
"human skeletons," are to be pleaded in justification of 
" British interference," we may play away : our officers and 

• MiD. Erid. p. lit). \ Ibid. p. 211. 
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tmops, however strong, may calculate upon full employ for 
years to come. If commaDdos are to proceed, on such 
grounds, to rout, and to ruin our sable neighbours, body 
and soul, — pretexts, quite as plausible, will soon be fortli- 
coming, for the driving back of Matsilikaatsi in the North, 
and for the exteimination also of Dingaan, and the Zoola 
clans in the East Such a principle of action, to say the 
least of it, is shockingly analogous to that upon which the 
most barbarous tribes in the interior have, Jrom time imme- 
morial, been acting. Hence, on visiting the Marootzi in 
1821, I found them arguing in precisely the same way ; as 
was the young chiefof the Wanketaens also: who, together 
with the Morolongs, was proceeding to the help of his neigh- 
bour for the express purpose of exterminating the Boquains, 
because the latter had not only plundered, but killed some 
of his men, aod set fire to several " kraals." If we are 
really to take the advantage of such a plea, why then, in all 
fairness, we must ffife it ; and I apprehend there will be 
little question about the Kaffers themselves having re- 
peatedly had pretexts, not very dissimilar, for a war with the 
colony — ^" burnt kraals and human skeletons" having been 
left lying along, not "the Umtakalie" only, but various' 
other rivers in Cafiraria, where our patrols and commandos 
have again and again scattered ftkebkands, balls, and 

DEATH. 

In support of these extreme measures against the Fikani, 
however, it is alleged that the colony was in peril; and 
that " the Kafier, and Tamboobie tribes were in danger of 
extermination." 

So says Col. W. ; and so likewise say the gentlemen 
whose opinion he cites ; and if I could believe such a thing, 
I would cerlcunly say so too : but thinking that this conclu- 
sion is iar trom being " substantiated by well attested facts," 
I am inclined to regard it as having very little " claim to 
public attention." After much diligent inquiry at the time 
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the plea was first set up, and sabsequently on the Umtata 
iUelf, near where the battle took place, I am compelled to 
r^ect the idea altogether. Nothing was more easy, nor 
anything more natural, than for the border chieftains to 
argue thus, and to say that they must necessarily fall back 
upon our frontiers, unless assistance was rendered them. 
The " lesson," in fact, given to the " Marauders" only a 
month before, and so apparently beneficial to the Tambookies, 
could not but inspire them with hope that we should again 
be ready to tight their battles, provided they could make 
out a case sufiSciently strong. In all this sort of calcula- 
tion and. contrivance, the KaSers are by no means wanting. 

Mttchatress indeed, islaid upon Matuwana's "advancing 
towards the Kafier and Tambookie tribes, with the fixed 
intention of exterminaljng them, in order that he might 
possess their cattle, and obtain a secure settlement in their 
connlry." Nay it is further most positively predicated, that 
" this he would have done, had it not been for the inter- 
ference of the British troops under Col. S." 

But it surely does not therefore necessarily folldw, as 
here assumed, that be certfunly would have accomplished 
all this, because he " intended" it ; or because such is the 
" decided opinion" of a gentleman, who was comfortably 
rusticating in England, long after poor Matuwana and bis 
people were blown up. Admitting however, for a moment, 
tbat he really did indulge the expectation of obtaining a 
"secure settlement in the country," did the guns of our 
ambassador, and his company, do nothing towards arouHug 
him to a sense of his delusion ? And supposing even that 
to be the case, had he ever numbers, or strength sufficient 
to effect any such purpose ? Col. W.'s hypothesis, of course, 
proceeds upon that supposition ; but I never yet met with 
any one tbat was prepared with any thing like satis&ctory 
proof that he had. If indeed he really possessed any such 
power, how happens it tbat the Tambookies alone, headed 
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by a British officer and alraut twenty men, were sufficient 
to rout, and to wrest from him five or six and twenty 
thousand head of cattle ? Was it at all likely that these 
miserable hordes, afler finding that tbey were unable t« 
stand against this paltry force, would throw themselves 
headlong upon the whole Kifler nation; or, after having 
thus painfully ascertained that the colonists were prepared 
determinedly to support their neighbours, that the Monguana 
chief, with his mere band of spearmen, would madly nisli 
upon the whole colonial force? It may serve Col. W.'a 
argament to imagine such a thing, and a nervous little man 
like Mr. B. may be excused in the indulgence of such a 
dream, having doubtless heard many romantic tales about 
it ; but I never yet saw any probability in the case, from 
that quarter alone. Had Matnwana's forces been joined 
by those of Chaka, the case wonld have been widely 
different ; but the latter had manifestly retreated, some time 
before we came into contact with the Fikani at all ; besides 
which, there was no probability of any coalidon between 
those two bodies whatever. 

Apart however from the argument altogetlier, I beg leave 
just to call attention to two or three important facts, which 
ought not to be lost sight of. — First ; although, as proved in 
evidence, just in the rear of the Kaffer, and Tambookie 
tribes, during the whole of " the two preceding years" 
certain it is, that they did not exterminate those tribes, 
whatever their " intentions" might have been. — Secondly; 
although enraged by the attack of the Tambookies, when 
led on by our officer and his party, and doubtless stirred up 
to do their utmost, they had not advanced a single yard, 
at the time our troops fell upon them, from the spot on 
which that officer ^rsi met with them. — Thirdly; We 
are informed, moreover, by Col. S. himself, on the authority 
of a Fikani woman, who fell into the hands of our troops, 
afler the conflict, that, although his people were somewhat 
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restless " Matuwana nas desirous of remainiDg inactive," 
ia Uie pointioD in whicb tbey found him ; and in which^ 
there is reason to believe, be had been stationed for some 
time — nearly three hundred miles beyond our boundary.* 

With the whole of this aSair then before us, together 
with the sanguinary deeds detailed in evidence by Col. W. 
himself, as conuccted with, or consequent upon, our com- 
mandos ; and looking moreover, at the desolating proceed- 
ings of 1812, when the tribes were driven out of the Zaxa- 
veldt ; — at the havoc made fom* or five years afterwards, 
amongst SIhambi's trihe, whose dominions were scoured, 
and whose herds were driven off by our troops, not for any 
depredation committed upon the colony, but because their 
chief would not lie quietly under the feet of Gaika, bis 
nephew; — at the carnage of 1818, 1819; and at the 
"brilliant deeds^ of the last commando, — by no means a 
bad specimen of all the rest ;— against whom, in the name 
of truth, we would seriously ask, does the charge of " blood- 
thirstiness" and cruelty most fully lie ? Yea, and in the 
name of the perishing African, we must beg still more 
seriously to ask, where is this ruinous system to end ? It 
has now been in operation for many years, quite long 
enough to afford sufficient proof of its capabilities. Has it 
ever effectually protected, or thrown a shield over the 
colony? Let the late invasion answer this question. f 
• For. Papers lS3d, part II. p. 38. 

+ " Oursjstem of military coercion," says Capt. Stockenstiom, "has"" 
now been tried for a length of years, without having brought about one 
single beneficial result ; for even accoTiliug tu the views of the nililar; 
commandant, the frontier is in a much less tranquil state than before any 
troops were stationed near it; and though the reprisal system has been 
in operation ever since 1817, robberies are said to be as numerous as ever, 
and both colonists and KafTers more poor. On that part of the borders 
where we have the most desperate enemies, there is not a single soldier j 
and we all know that 10,000. men could not effectually secure that im- 
mense open extent of country : we have therefore no remedy for the evil 



lUUi^lc 



58 

Has it at all imprm'ed the frontier tribes, or rendered them 
better Deighbonrs? The most determined advocates of a 
warlike policy will hardly, I presume, venture to assert this. 
So far from inducing, in the Kaffers, a better feeling towards 
us, it has all along been doing much towards streugthemng 
their very worst passions, making them indeed a race of 
cunning desperadoes, — now stirred np to acts of spoliati{»i, 
by poverty and absolute want ; and then to deeds of blood 
by a spirit of revenge. And what wonder, sedag that, as 
already intimated, it is in fact so shockingly analogous to 
that upon which the most barbarous tribes in the interior 
have been acting from time immemoria); and that in its 
operations and influence, it is decidedly and far more 
destructive. Where the one has ruined its " thousands," the 
other has slain or beggared its " tens of thousands," For proof 
of this, we need not go a step beyond the last campiugn. 
Because our frontier districts were disturbed [not taken 
from us ;] many of the colonial herds carried off; — a number 
of colonists slain; and several houses burnt down; for 
eighty, or a hundred lives, we have taken fodr reonsAND 
[" warridlfe," — how many women and children is not said;] 
— and having seized thousands of cattle more than were 
lost, we then proceed to take " almost all their goats^ — 
destroying all their gardens, — Inlying waste all their com- 
fields, — and "every where settingjire to their habitations." 
This done, we lay hands upon seven thtmsand square miles 
ofland — in addition to the thousands taken in former years; 
leaving sixty thousand fellow creatures periectiy landless, 
houseless, and pennile^, where (here is nothing in the shape 
of mechanical arts to depend upon ; no parishes, or work- 
houses to flee to ; no government that will help them ; nor 

but strict juatice, the exemplarj panisbmeDt of our om, as well m the 
foreign depredators ; thin lione will ensare peace, extead commerce, 
and bring abont the inentnble consequence — civilization." — Hin. Etid. 
p. 103. 
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an; charitable public to sympathize with them ; and where 
they must consequeotly perish of famine, destroy their 
neighbours, or be destroyed ! 

On the present system, however, and according to the 
present governor's views, "they have been chastised not 
extremely, \)vA perhaps sufficiently."* 

• Par. Papen respecling War, p. iii. — I trust all who are diiposed ta 
■et down everf appalling riew of Kaffer grlcTances, a> an txtreme one, 
will aerionsl; conteuplate these facta, io all their bearings. A copy of 
Loid Olenelg's despatch, to Sir B. D'Urban, of Dec. 36tb. 183S, happen- 
ed, some time ^:o, to fall into mj hands; upon the margin of which, the 
following remarlfs were here and there pencilled — *' too strong;" — " ex- 
treme view ;" — " rather coloured'' &c. Such are the cold, and heartless 
measurements of men perfectly at ease in England, — oftnen, who never 
either /cK, oimUneied the Aflican's di8tress;or of persons, with whom, 
inters is a much more weighty subject than htmanUy. En pasiant how- 
ever, we may remark that, with the latter class especially, there seems to 
be very little difficulty in odTailting the oppoiite extteme. One of these, 
whom the Author happened recentiy to meet with in company, while 
endeavouring to ward off the censures due to his friend, on account of 
injurious, conduct amongst the natives, and to give all postible weight to 
the sentiments of an Africanized relaliie, who, with all the eagerness of 
a Jew, is looking for a share in the anticipated government compensation, 
[and in whose mercantile projects, his own prospects are said to be con- 
■ideiabiy involved] laboured hard, anil anxiously — adducing the ^eech of 
one, the opinion of another, and extracts from the letters of a third, setting 
forth, in the strongest language, the very eztraae he wished to convince 
us all that the Kaffers eoald not but be blood-thinty, amnibal-liie, and all 
but infernal; and that they therefore, caterit parAat, ought to ie driven 
out iif our mty. Now if snch reasoning is BtUl to be attended to, we must 
■till stand prepared, ever and anon, to hear of one governor after another 
raining other tribes, and seizing other tracts, until the country, in all 
its length and breadth, is completely confiscated; or until the dense 
population of the interior is bronght down upon us en ouuto. ft is by no 
means improbable that some would, from time to time, be found quite 
ready to baek snch measures, in the hope of preferment ; and others in an- 
ticipationofmoreeitensive firms; whilst every successive governor doubt- 
less would find an apparently sufficient pretext, for this kind of territorial 
extension, in the want of a new, and more secure boundary. Of this, the 
entire history of that colony surely furnishes demonstrative evidence. 
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Some of the "lessmis" given by our soldiery, while 
inflicting that chastisment, such as lying down in (he grass, 
and advancing behind the shields of Fengoes, who seem to 
have been used as a sort of decoy docks, the more eflectu- 
ally to insure a sweeping shot, — will not soon be forgotten. 



From the days of Van Riebeck, the first goiemor, it is lamentablj mani- 
fest tbat the rightful possessions of the Abori^nca have been lessor more 
eajTiestly coTeted ; and that lawless copiditj has never been at a loss for 
reasons whj they ought to be pouneed upon. In the Journal of that old 
Dutchman, under date of Dec. 1653, ne read that, nhile looking from the 
mud walls of hi( fortress, at Cape Ton-n, upon the herds of the natives 
he could nolhut express his astonishment at the wagi of Frovidfnfe, which 
rould beslom meh very Jim gift) upon Ifie heathen ! 

In the beginning of the last cEntnty the whole colony, seems to hare 
been embraced by the immediate vicinage of Table Bay, extending but a 
few mUea from Cape Town. One large tract has been seized afterano- 
ther howeTer, until now, with a population of one hundred *nd forty 
OE rim THODSAKD 90CI.S, at most, it embraces more igiior«rtifc« than 
England, Ireland, and Scotland put together. There is hardly a range 
of hills indeed, f^om Tabic -moan tain to the Stormbergen, or a stream of 
water, at all worth noticing, from the Salt River at the Cape, to the 
Zwaait Kae in the cast, or to the Gariep or Orange Rirer in the west, 
which has not, at one time or other, been regarded as the very heat, and 
the Tery toorH line by which the colony could possibly be bounded. 
Finding that numbers of boors, despite of alt law, had overstepped the 
old limit, to the yery great detriment of the Aborigines, and thus placed 
themselres beyond colonial jurisdiction. Earl Macartney, in 1798, de- 
clared the Zondagt Kiver insnffieieni, and determined on making the 
Great Fith River the Kaffer boundary ; consequently, 10,000 square mites 
were taken fi^m the frontier tribes, and added to our colonial teritories, 
as by B single dash uf the pen. In 1819, that tHmndary also lost its 
character, and the Keiihnitma Stver was proclaimed as the eastern 
extremity, which gave ns about 3(KK> square miles more ; and which, 
of course, reduced the Kaffer domains in proportion. In 1836, we 
gallop oTer both these riTera, and throw oat our line as far as the Kae, 
taking in 7000 miles more, that river being now deemed the very best 
boundary possible. 

And then, with regard to the northern limit) "The increase of 
territory," say the Commissioners of Inquiry in 1BS6, " chiefly deriied 
from lands that were occupied by Dnslimeo, cannot be estimated at lesa 
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If Bucb acts, recorded even in the govemment dispatches, 
are to be really numbered amongst the " brilliant" deeds 
of OUT troops, we must cease to execrate either the Bush- 
man or the Kaffer, for lying in ambush behind rocks or 

than farts-tight thmuand iquare vtUet." This, howerer, is nut deemed 
sufficient. Became nombers of boon in that quartei bud, iritb tbeir 
familiea, flocks, and herds, again placed themselves bejond the reach of 
cohinial authority and right, another large tract is taken from the same 
mmderiHg otitnuJi, in Maj, 1835 ; " Became,'' says the gOTeraor, " it is 
important to make the bonndai^ perfect; and because the tract, in 
question, is frequently occupied aa grazing gronnd, beyond the frontier, 
tn dry seasons, by the farmers on tlie north-eastern side of Somerset, 
who hare therefore rery earnestly prayed that it may be added to the 
colony ; and that they ma; be allowed locations therein, nhicb will be ■ 
rery bencSeial airangement for the public interests." 

Thus hare the scattered remains of the Bushman tribe been completely 
bereftof their territory, and left in ivretchedness extreme. Having tra- 
versed the very grounds allnded to, and witnessed the workings o( the 
evil which has now come down upon them with such distressing weight, 
we know whereof we affirm, wben we say that tkHr mwny it altogether 
tndeiaihai^. It may be worth while jast to mark the different steps by 
which we hare, at length, reached the measore abore-meDtioned. 1. 
NumeroDB bands of colonists ace permiUcd, from time to time, and at 
pleasure, to trespass upon their LAnna, n'ith thousands of horses, sheep, 
and cattle; — 2 To take poBsesaiona of their fountaihs ; which, in that 
country and climate, are invaluable; — 3. To destroy their gahb, which 
constitate the Bushman's chief subsistence j — and now, finally, their 
domains are unceremoniously seized, iecntuc, forsooth, "very earaeitlg 
prayed" for, bj men, who, as every body knows, have from time 
immemorial, been hunting them down like partridges upon the moun- 
tains ; and because, furthermore, it is deemed *' a very Un^cuU arrange- 
tnemt/iir the public intereOt '. " But where now shall we find the rightful 
owners? Wby fkr beyond the ordinary range of men. Having been 
robbed of all the rigbts of men, and indeed of all but life, and in 
thousands of instances of that also, they have been compelled to seek 
refuge, and dwelling places, in the glens of the desert, in the thickets of 
thejnngle, or In the clefts of tbe rock. There it is, that we must look for 
the Bushmen in general — on the points of projecting craggs; or upon 
the heights of towering precipices, watchfully surveying all beneath 
With eagle-eyed fierceness; — with liows fully bent; — with darts deeply 
poisoned ; — and with an air that betrays far less fear than hostility, they 
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tliiclcels until able to secore a deadly aim,^ Wlio does not 
here feel the striking appropriateness of the followii^ extract, 
from a late poet's description of the Kafier; — 
" He is a robber > — True { it is a strife 

Between tbe black- aklnned bandit and the wbite. 
A savage ? — Yea ; thoagb loth to aim at life, 
Eril for evil fierce he dotb requite. 
A bealben } — Teacb him, then, Ih; better creed, 
Chiiatisn! if than deserr'st that name indeed.'' 

itand, erer prepared to take fatal aim at all who hare temerity enongfa 
to approach tbeir rampart. 

Is it at all sarprising that aueh men dioatd bare become determined 
plunderers, or that the colony shonid be occasionBlly disturbed by others 
who hare been similarly treated ? Unless an entire change of sjslem 
take place, socb disturbances cannot but be ineritable 1 For, notwith- 
standing the rast extent of territorj we now poasess, the desire for en- 
largement seems still to be as ardent as erer. Thonsaails, tired of 
lawful restruDt, and determined particularly to elnde tbe Emancipation 
Bill, hare, as the committee hare teamt, actually thrown off the yoke, 
and proceeded into the interior, taking with Ihem as many of their 
slares as the; could possibly secure ; whilst numbers mote are most 
anxiously suing for portions of the land, just taken from the Kaffers, a« 
appears from the following piece of evidence, adduced by Lieut- 
Col. Coi, 

Q. " Was the number of applications made, very considerable i " 

A. " Yes, it was, by the farmers and boors. I saw a number of 
petitions myself, from the bnora tliat serred under me in the commando ; 
and eren as far down as Cape Town, they were rery anxious to posaen 
some of tbe territory," 

Q. " Do yon conceire that there were applications enough to absorb 
the whole territory > '' 

A. " I conceire so j as fat as the Buffalo Ricer." f 

These would nut, of course, be rery well pleased to hear that bis late 
Hajesty—to his immortal honor be it spoken — had put a positire nega- 
tive upon the clutm of i/niereigatg acer the nen province, boattded by lAe 
Keiiiamma and the Kae ; and that " even if there were the most powerful 
motives of apparent expediency to recommend this extension of his 
Majesty's dominions, which," says the noble Secretary of State, "I cannot 
allow, TBT HIS uuErrr woclo nevbb cohsbkt to consult eipe- 
DfEHCi AT THB EiPENSB OF JOSTICF-" — Lotd Olcnelg's Despatch to 
Sit B. D'Urban, Dec. 36, 1S35. 

• Pot. P^eiB on the War, p. 61. f Min. Evid, pp. 433. 436. 
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It is aa incontrovertible fax;t, that the border tribes are 
growing in knowledge, and increasing in anns every year; 
and small as is their number, comparatively, on our eastern 
frontier, they are, manifestly, quite as many as we are able 
to manage. Their situation, their general habits, and their 
independent spirit, all combine to reader them distressing, 
and increeuingly expensive neighbours, if treated as ene- 
mies: we may indeed occasionaly knock them down; but, 
by such means, we shall never keep them down, unless 
indeed, prepared to kill them outright. Recent events suffi- 
ciently show that by a sudden and desperate effort, they 
are able, in a week or two, to carry the spear through our 
frontier provinces, and put the whole colony in confusion. 
What then might be expected &om our driving them back, 
or throwing them into the sea beyond, but the stirring up 
of its waves, which would sooner or later again reach our 
shores, and that, in all probability, with a far more over- 
wbeltning force. Let but the teeming population of the 
interior, — 'with which, that along the whole line of frontier, 
is but as a drop of the bucket, — ^be thus put in motion 
against us, adding its poisoned darts, and battie-axes, to the 
Kaffer's *' Assagai," and headed by a few companies of 
ren^^e boors, and it is surely not difficult to conceive on 
which side the horrors of extermination are most likely to 
fall. By the slave trade, the great mass of the inhabitants 
of Africa seems, from time to time, to have been driven into 
the very heart of the country ; insomnch that the coasts, 
unlike those of almost every other Continent, are compara- 
tively thinly populated : but the commando system, backed 
by our present colonial policy, promises fair for provoking, 
and again bringing them out of their place. Bendes, look- 
ing at tills subject in the light of Sacred Writ, we are bound 
to believe that the ear of the Most High cannot have been 
inattentive to the cries of those oppressed tribes; that the 
plains of that long benighted country, cannot have been so 
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repeatedly stsdned wiUi humaD blood, and strewn with 
humaa bones, without his knowledge, who saith, " all souls 
are mine;" and that heaven cannot have beheld us hurling 
immortal spirits into the eternal world bj thousands, with- 
out disapprobation. There is but too much reason to fear, 
that the Almighty has a controversy with that colony ; and 
that our own measures, in many instances, have tended to 
heighten that controversy, rather than otherwise. Upwards 
ai forty years have now elapsed since it fell into our hands : 
duriug which period, tens of thousands have been expended 
in military expeditions agaiost the tribes; but, with the 
exception of one solitary establishment on the Chucnie 
River, which constituted the residence of the government 
agent, whilst that office continued — I am not aware that 
we have spent so much as a single shilling, of public money, 
in providiug them with any thing in the shape of religious 
instruction. Not a single church, nor chapel, nor school- 
house, have we erected throughout the whole of Caffraria; 
nor have we supplied them with a single teacher, preacher, 
[the government t^ent excepted] or catechist whatever. 
All this sort of work, upon which the peace and prosperity 
of the colony so much, and now confessedly depends, has 
hitherto been left to the unaided operations of Missionary 
Societies exclusively ; and even these, were allowed to do 
little or nothing, until 1823-4! With such irrefutable facts 
before us, it is surely high time to acknowledge that " we 
have done the things we ought not to have done, and left 
undone the things we ought to have done;" and that, 

ALTHOUGH BCSHHEN, AND KaFFEBS, WERE ALL ANNIHI- 
LATED, HEAVEN HAS OTEEB INSTRUMENTS AT COMMAND, B¥ 
WHICH WE AND OUR FORCES MIGHT EASILY, AND VERY 
QUICKLY, BE SWEPT INTO THE SEA. 

And now arises the grand question, what is to be 
DONE ? A very brief answer embraces all that is requisite \ 
let us do unto the Kaffera, as we would they should do unto 
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us. Redress tlieir grievances; and let lliem clearly see 
that we are determined, beuceforward, neither to Do, nor to 

ENDUHE WRONG. 

In compliance with your requ*)st, when before the 
"Aborigines Committee," I ventured, with all deference, to 
submit a few thoughts upon this part of the subject also ; 
and beg leave here to embody a few others, which have 
^nce occurred to me. I am happy to find that our wishes, 
as to the appointment of a Lieut. Governor to reside on the 
froniier, are already anticipated ; and that by an act passed 
in the month of August last, all crimes^ committed within 
any territory adjacent to the colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and Southward of the 3d deg. of South Lat., are now 
rendered cognizable in our own courts of justice. On these 
two important points, therefore, it is unnecessary to say any 
thing further, excepting by way of hailing them as preludes 
of a happier £era. But, 

FmaT ; — Seeing that the CommaBdo S^ttm, aa stated in the Despatch 
of Mr. [now Lord] Stanley, dated Nov. 27, 1833, has been such'' a fiarfid 
KBurge to the native population," let his late Majesty's" Disallowanee of the 
Ordinance, No. 99, and of Lord Macartnej's Proclamation " respecting 
commandos, be at once, and fully carried into effict. Why that system 
ihould have been again allowed so awfully to play upon " the nalire 
population," in 1835, is most ilnaccountahle, seeing lliat " his Majesty's 
commands " upin this very subject, as signified to his Eieellency the 
Governor, in the above-mentioned Despatch, required that said " Dis- 
allowance " should positively " take effect on the lat day of Ang. 1834,'* 

SECOMDLr : — Let the cototaal boundariei be immediately and clearly 
defined, giving to the natives all possible security ^^ainst further 
encroachments, 

TniHDLT :— Let all lands, still anaerujiied, on the left hank of the Great 
Fish River, and beyond, be forthwirh restored to the frontier tribes ; and 
cmnpeniation made for all olhers, which, from time to time, have been 
taken from them, and given to colonists, in the best way existing clr- 
cnmstances will possibly allow, f 
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FouBTHLr : — That each chieftain be duly and iinpaTtiBll; recf^ized ; 
and that no one be tieated vtiih, by the colonial autLoritieB, in any matter 
belonging to his naigbbour ;— (lot the whole of the Kaffer frontier be 
divided into diatricts, for each of which the respective chiefs shall be held 
reaponuble, in all matCen affecting the colony;— BJid that each, ac- 
cording to the piineiple already adopted on the northern frontier, be 
allowed a small annaal stipend ; thns making it their intereit to protect, 
and promote ours. 

FiFTHLr : — That a ipecial treaty be immediately made nitb the Kaffer 
chiefs collectirely, lunding them to protect all Britsh sabjects who may , 
from time to time, go into their country for commercial, or other, and 
all lawfal purposes, so long as they conduct themselres in an honeat and 
peaceable manner; guaranteeing, on our part, equal protection to any 
Dalive who may hare occaainn to come into the colony, and whose 
conduct in Tolres no breach of law, nor any violation of onr uMgei. 

SizTHiLY :— That all treaties with the chiefs reipietively, and col- 
lectively, dnly confirmed by the British Government, be published, and 
made fully known ou both aides of the boundary ; bo that the Kaffer, a« 
well aa the coloaist, may perfectly understand the relative sitnation in 
which he i* placed, and the requisitions binding upon both. 

Seventhly: — That it be proclaimed actioHallt for any eolonitt to 
drive his flocks, or herds, on to the lands of the natives { to destroy their 
game ; or to take pogaession of their fountains ; and that the natives thus 
injured, shall, in all, and every such case, be legally entitled to clum the 
full amount of damages, in any of our eol<mi/it eoitrts qflatv, 

EiOHTHLT : — That a sort of Conaular Agent, or Agents, be appointed 
tn reside in Kafferland, and within a con'oeaieiil diitance of the frincipal 
ch^fi, tally empowered to arral, and send into the colony for trial, any 
Britiah subject who may have injured the natives, either in person or 
property ,- and likewise to hear, and determine ofiences of a minor 

Dpon Ihnn idTuntagn vbJob viU oouDtcrtiJuuw a» Ion tfae) 
■UfiftluiuliTeBferflbmigMla thflai^jnuencoTDhriidukity u 
med u gnil an eitsnl rf lerrilcny u lliej do now, in Iheir un 

But wbU sn Uuf Id do in tlie mwn tii 

s puBtonl people into a peritotly sgncoltund, m 

BiilKr lUCiini in ■ .'ky. Tbe greu pmuiiple of jutllce, 

pcoksadoa in queitioa BfaoDld be not TirospKlitv onljf, bt4 iflifltfllute; trad of snob iteliuvieAflr 

■a tbe? tbemselrvfl wQ] b« oblf to a/jpn ciolf. We have, Doiiiee»dlriWronBedU]eiD,infcwiLf 

whioh hsBabiolqteiyrediieedthemtowimb; and we iin,(henfore, bound, ul^u in u lief, 

M rtlieve UuU waul ; but Jt would anil nrj littk indeed fOr tfae tisrviiig Ktfgir to be told 

uBtiim to bO the dipuir Bad eomfon of diillEed life. TUt, duiiliiuiil; oBrtunlj bindt ub 
to do ; whjlet commat htmtty reqnJTH Out we iliiHild ftol Irope tte otStr mdoiH. 
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descriplion.* Said Agents alio la constitute the \egaX medium tbrough 
i*hicb traders, and others, shall make known their grierancei to, and 
demand redress of, the respeclivechieltaiosi being, at the same time, the 
proper organs of commuQication between the latter and our goTemment. 

Ninthly : — ^That a dalj qualified person he appoiDted to act in the 
colonial courts, as coansel to the Kaffet, and other oatiret residing 
beyond our frontiera ; thai be be placed in aa independent sitaatioa, as 
tu the local goterument, and required to report bis proceedings regular!;, 
and directly to the British Government. 

Lastly: — That the Colonial Government be instructed to facilitate, 
by ever; possible means, the establishment and extension of Christianity 
amongst the Saffer, and other tribes beyond, — making sncb annual 
grants, to the various missionar; societies, as may further the work of 
civilization on the different stations— supplying them, at least, with 
agricnltnral and other implementu, and with the means of employing 
mechanic*, or artizans, as circnmftance* may require; always leaving, 
bowever, the selection of saitable persons to the tnuiumonel tkrmtilBel. 



To Ihe principlfi of this suggestion, I confideutly presume 
110 ot^ection will now be started, seeing that the voluminous 
mass of evidence, adduced before the "Aborigines Commit' 
tee," tends so thoroughly to establish the following impor- 
tant facts, for which we have long been contending, and 
which, indeed, lie at the very root of all missioQary operations, 
viz, — that it is our interest to secure the affections of the 
KaSer tribes, by instructing, and affording them means of 
employment; — that civilization is essential to their becom- 
ing good neighbours, and faithful friends to the colonists ; — 
and that Christianity constitutes decidedly the best, and 
only effectual means of civilization. It is now surely 

• As muolt muflC, nflCBaamnlj, depend Dprn the tgenta employed in EJie wo4in,^ of uij 
^u, however aeelloit, the selntian ot tuiUtile penma niJt, oT coune, eoaititnte k point 
of panmmnl impoitaoce. I tnut, Uiarefm^, tbU Ooienunent wai oca Bgein think ot 
oKomltUng Uie office or igenor, unongit the Kofl^ to g miamomu? ; iiocyet ofentmdng 
il to my mui battrit^ Uie svord— tiie mania] spirit of the one, ud the a^tiul dutieg of 
the other, mADifesUf diaqiuUii^iag hoth An- the proper occupuc)' ot hiiA * aCatian. Put in 
men i^npoaed tu coorce, ri^er than concdliate, to anbatitute artdcraT^ force tn reuonable 
Hud manlf flrmneaB, and aa far as Ifaor iufluenco eilrnds, they wiU doubtleaa da much 
towards fruatratlng, not only your purpoBeB^ buC oura ; and on the other band, plane mia - 
rionarife in a poaiUon whirh m igh t , by pouibillty, be coustruf d into that of apiea, and 
there would, in all probabQl^, be an end put to their uaeAilnesg at on«. 
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sufficiently evident that all attempts fail to furnish proof, 
from history, of any nation being civilized, in the proper 
sense of the word, without chrisiianity. Nor is it less 
clear that the world does not, even now, any where present 
to view a people, amongst whom, — ^independently of Chris- 
tianity, directly or indirectly, — the morally wretched con- 
dition of man 1ms been eflectually relieved ; or whose minds 
have been the belter prepared for the recepUoQ of divine 
truth, by any mere civilizing process. Whilst, on the other 
hand, we have the undeniable fact, standing out in striking 
and bold relief, that the most christian nations are really 
and truly the most cit ilized. In a word, chiistianity must 
be regarded as the proper and legitimate cause, and civili- 
zation its natural and necessary effect : the one is uudoubt- 
edly the tree, of which the other is, in fact, the foliage and 
fruit. 

With regard to the Kafiers, however, one witness, I 
perceive, has given it as his opinion, that " the missionaries 
have not done so much in the way of christianizing them, 
as they have been useful in a political point gf view:"* 
another, who seems to have made a sort of flying tour 
through certain parts of the country, informs the Committee, 
that they have done very little towards civilizing the 
natives :f and then comes a third, declaring that they 
have not improved the native character " in the least." J 

- Min. Evid. Quest. 1S5T. . f Ibid. Quest. 33S0. 

I Ibid. Quest 173, 177. — This, it muat be observed, is the testimonj of 
a CapL A. whose very business, for the last eighteen or twenty jears, has 
led hitn to regard, and deal with Ute KafTer as an enemy; — whohas 
frequently been called to head different parties nf boors against the 
various clans un our frontiers, and to cariy into effect measures, which, 
as appears from the evidence of the Hon Capt. Stockenstrom, "in nine 
instances out of ten, punished the innocent for the guittj;" and whose 
views therefore, could not but ill accord with thow of the christian 
missionary. Hetitanet/, In the latter, to facilitate his wishes, or comply 
with his request, was, of course, an offence ; and any thing like remon- 



Now, in reply to Uiese statemeute, 1 beg leave to obsene — 
FissT, that if any one ever thought of civilizing the tribes 
in question, the attempt was certainly never made, until 
mistnouaries began their work ; and, Siiicondly, all that has 
been done in the way of civilization, has unquestionably 

itr&Dce against his warlike purpoiea, would be a uriine. To day, ve find 
him pultiDg on aa ait of kindneis towards Ibe KaSer chieflains, aod 
herebj indacing aomething like confidence; and to-morrow setting fire 
to their habitations, and driving bolh cljiet and people oS the grounds of 
their ancestorB, at the point of the bayonet, without being able to assign 
a single reason Tur sauh proceedings, excepting, " mg ordfri are Id do lo.'' 
One daj, it seems, this gentleman was moat grievously disappointed on 
finding that the inhabitants of a certain hamlet, whom he vas "ordered 
tn mrprise,'' had got out of his way; and still more deeply ch^rined, and 
mortified, on learniDg, that the natives really did not think Capt. A. 
iptite BO " gn^ a man at the goverameiU thai lent kim." The pride of this 
distinguished personage appears to. have been mortally wounded ; and 
being determined to aienge himself upon some one, he comes before a 
" Select Committee of the House of Commons," declaring the missionaries 
had done no good at all ; and insinuating tliat they had done mach harm, 
because, rorsooth, he could not but think they had laught the tiative* lo 
Inie care of thenuelwi: — nay worse, that the Rev. John Ross, of the 
Glasgow missionary society, althuugli " questioned very closely," would 
nut so much as tell him tc/iilAfr they had gone; bui actually "bid tbe 
chief under bis bed,''-)- so that tbe soldiers were, in fact, unable either to 
seize, or shoot him ! • 

If this. Indeed, were the only kind of attack made upon our Caffraiian 
missionaries, we might allow it to pass unnoticed; but, on further refer- 
ring to the printed Mhiutes o{ Evidence, we perceive, that an ofGcer of 
■till higher rank has chosen to disUnguish himself in tlie same sort of 
campaign. Because another of those missionaries deemed it bis duty, 
some three or four years ago, to make public certain facts, iovolving pro- 
ceedings of a most hostile and iojurious tendency, with the view of 
prompting inqniry, and stirring up tbe British government, at least tu 
prevent the inflictiun of additional evil upon the tribes, this genllemna is 
pleased, most utihailalinglg, to charge that missionary with nolJilng less 
than " intentional falsehood." And to substantiate this charge, or give 
it something like the appearance of truth, in a document, duly signed and 
sealed by his own hand, he inserts a passage, framed to his own liking, 
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been effected tbrougb the inslnimentality of christian mis- 
sions, and missionaries. So much for the mere generalitiea 
of the question ; and the following iiicU may, perhaps, enable 
the public sUll more correctly to judge of the credit due to 
the above declarations. 

and marked b; inrerted commas, a< a quetation from tht atistimaTy'i 
*tatfnenl; vbich statement, howeTer, on being carefiillj ezuuined before 
the Committee, and that in the presence of the gentlemaii himself, trai 
founil to have no luch paiMge in it, from beginiiiiig to end. Upon this 
eitraordinaij proceeding — of nbich do eiplanation whatever hu been 
offered — it is qaite nnnecesgac; here to pronounce ui opimon, its real 
cbaracteT being sufficieutlj palpable. 

Then comes a gentleman, of eten hiflier rank still, cbargii^ the Bev^ 
J. Brownlee, of the London sodet;, with bariag palmed upon the Cape 
public, in the name of one of the chiefs, rarioDS statements confirmatory 
of certain letters that appeared in one of the Cape papers, defensive of 
the KafFei; and the Rer. George Barker also, with hating given "an 
acconnt totally at Toilance with the truth," concerning the arreit of 
Mocomo, who appears to have been rodely seized by our soldiery, on one 
nt the mission stations, Oct. Tth, IS33. Haring peremptorily ordered 
that chief ont of the mission house, the sergeant " proceeded instantly to 
load his firelock, and also gare orders to his men to do the same. In this 
degrading dtnation the; kept him, [in the open air] the gaze of the mnl. 
Utude, and the sport of soldiers ;" and then took him prisoner to one of 
the militarj forts. And all this, foisooth, because he had come over a 
narrow ridge of hills, which we hare been pleased to designate the 
bonndary, not indeed to mnrder any one, nor yet to steal any thing; no, 
nor so much as to injure us in any way whateTerj but to attend a 
mtMioiuty metlins, at the Kat Rif erj from the beautiful banks of which, 
as we hare already seen, he and his claas were literally drirea by our 
troops some three or four years before. Had this spirited young prince 
so mnch as attempted an escape, he would, in all probability, hare 
esperjenced a fate umilar to that of the late Hinza himself; and this 
would doubtless hate been followed by a proclamation like that found in 
tlie Parliamentary Papers of 1836, informing the world that " thus 
terminated the career of a chief whote treachery, perfidy, and want of 
faith, made him worthy of the clan of atrocious and indomitable savages, 
over whom he was the acknowledged chieltain." Having, for years, 
been intimBtely acquainted with both the missionaries above named, I 
hesitate not to alErm that they are tas, very far above every thing hke 
the conduct here ascribed to them : no one, excepting indeed the witness 
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1. The dbpobtment op the Kaffer is manifestly 

ALTEBED. 

The mere traveller cannot but have observed tbat some, 
on every station, have laid aside their naUve costume 
altogether ; — others also, are partially clothed in European 

in qneition, woald bo much u suspect them of any thing of the kind. 
It i< well known that a great portion of Mr, Barker's lift has been 
ardeotl; derated to the religiona interests of the Aborigines within the 
colon;; and it is as well known, that Mr. Brownlee has long been 
indefatip,t>lj labouring amongst the Aboriginea beyond. To place this 
worthy man in bis proper position, tt is not indeed necessarj to imitate 
the unballnwed piaelice of some, who, to accomplish a purpose, or to 
gtatify party spirit, intidioosly and fulsomely cry up one miaaionary at 
the expense of his brethren, whose labours, though naiieltu, hare, in all 
probability, been Ihr more ftbuudant. Suffice it here to say, that he Is 
one of the most pious and deroted miaaionariea in Cafinria; and one 
who was toiling hard, and suffering much, long before any of the rest 
ofns were eren permitted to enter that country at all. As the lives, com- 
fort, and oA, of snch men, are eiclnsirely devoted to a cause, which, la 
point of character, ia at the very antipodes of that of the mere soldier, — a 
cause, in which they hare to endure priratlons and hardship, as well as 
labodr, without any prospect whatever of earthly reward~ofprfAT7»eH(,or 
ofarettrtn^ penflim— a discerning public will doubtleu know in what 
light to view impntatians like these, coming from tuch quarteri, and at 
ndtatime. 

Before dosing this note, we may just glance at certt^u expressions of 
the governor himself; which, although not ascriluhle to the same spirit, 
are nerertheless calculated, upon the whole, to be even still more injurious. 
That any missionary should hare countenanced estreme measures, or in 
any way expressed approral of his Excellency's terrible line of procedure 
against the natives, is certainly cause of deep and lasting regret; but 
that Sir B. D'Urban should represent this as the rvle, and not the excep- 
tion, is really passing strange. In his Despatch of Jan. SI, 1835, he is 
pleased to say that " alt the mUriouariet ox Ike border, men of peace and 
religion, concur in one opinion of the wanton atrocity of the iarasion, 
and of the impossibility of any other remedy than that of the sword." 
Upon this declaration, however, it is relieving to find a decided negative 
by the Secretary of Stale, the governor being distinctly informed, in 
Lord Olenelg's Despatch of Dec. 36, 1835, that " this statement was 
evidently made under a misapprehension of the real facts of the case — 
couclnsire proof to the contrary being then before bis Lordship," Four 
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apparel ; aD<l numbers more are auxiously wisliful to imitate 
iheir neighbours, in tbis respect, but h&ve not the means, or 
ability to procure the requisite articles. Amongst the sur- 
rounding population, moreover, a becoming sense of decorum 
is more and more observable daily. When we first visited 
them, the men evinced no sensibility of shame whatever in 
standing befiire strangers, or even entering the mission 
houses, uncovered. Instances, however, of this description 
are now comparatively rare. The mantle is generally and 
carefully wrapped round the person, as soon as they appear 
in the mission village ; and when, through forgetfulness or 
carelessness, this piece of etiquette has been neglected, I 
have repeatedly seen the laugh of the crowd turned upon 
the offender, in such a way, as to induce the utmost con- 
fusion. 

Of five moDtha after this first attempt, howerer, n-e End his Excellency, 
most prejudicially, again lavin;; bold of the nhole of the nittimiaTiei. 
Hence the following passage, in his Despatch to the Earl of Aberdeen, 
June 19, 1835. "The miinnaarvi all acknowledged to me, with the 
reluctance natnral to Each an admissioD, but wi*h the expression of their 
■incere conviction, that in the course of their long and diligent laboun, 
thej could not flatter tbenuetres that tlie; had ever made a lasting 
salutaij impression upon one of the race of Kaffers.'' " This statement" 
also, must have been penned under some deplorable " misapprehensioa of 
the real ttxta of the case ;" for, that no " such admission" was ever made 
by "an the mittimaTies,'' is a fact, reatinjf npon the most "conclusive 
proof." This proof, noreorer, is supported by the direct and unequivocal 
testimonv, now t}'ing before me, of one of the very mit*ionarits alluled te, 
who poiillvely declares that " all the missionaries" never acknowledged 
any thing of the kind. But if nny one of them eier made " iwA an 
admiiaion," I trust Sir B.B'Uibftn will, in justice, name that missionar.v; 
and that the l>odj, to whom be may belonfr, will immediately banish bim 
from the field ; as he is certainly not only unmorthj/, but absolutely im/U 
to remain in it, being either enjheciie oi regardless of troth, or both. 
Should no other end be answered by these things, they will doubtless 
teach ail concerned a lesson nf caution. The unwarrantable use recently 
made of missionary letters, unguarded eipreasiona, and even pritnte metao- 
randa, will, at least, constitute a warning never to be forgotten by 
n future. 
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2. Mabriaqe has been introduced. 

"If marriage," says a late, and justly celebrated divine, 
"be a relation whicfa the wisest govemmeats have ever en- 
couraged, which every religion has consecrated by prescrib- 
ing its ceiemonies, and the rights and duties of which, all 
enlightened legislators have guarded by strict enactments, it 
ia to be concluded, that they have considered it as intimately 
bound up with the happiness and morality of society. No per- 
sons, at least, professing any respect for the laws of this 
country, or reverence for the christian faith, can doubt this; 
nor can any institution exert so powerful an influence to tame 
the savage mind, and soften it into man, when encouraged 
on christian principles, and guarded by christian sanclionB. 
Then it is, that animal appetite is elevated into afieclion, 
and that man, feeling an individual interest in the family 
that surrounds him, resigns himself to those kind instincts 
whicfa nature has fixed in the breast of a parent, and feels 
a motive to exert himself for the benefit of his children. 
Domestic affections soften his feelings, and prompt his 
industry ; character then, for the first time, acquires a value 
with him ; be has a stake in society, and an interest in its 
peace and improvements. The sum of public virtue is, in 
&ct, made up of domestic virtue, and may be estimated by 
it; nor are there any civil virtues, which have not had 
their birth and infant play upon the domestic hearth." 

By the introduction of this sacred rite, polygamy has 
been entirely banished from all our mission villages, in 
which, no man is allowed to settle who is determined to 
keep two wives: and as numbers have been brought to 
submit to a regulation like this — a regulation which, as all 
must perceive, strikes at the very root of a most prolific 
source of evil, deeply seated in the native mind generally — 
and that without the aid of any national or legal enactment, 
nay, in a land where both law and usage are at the very 
antipodes of every thing of the kind, no one, I presume, 
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will find tnucli difficulty in deciding tipon the weight due 
to Capt. A^s opinion, as to the DOn-iraprovement of Kaffer 
character 

3. Their views of female charactgr are con- 
fessedly ELEVATED. 

Consequently, from the lowest possible state of degrada- 
tion, in wtuch tbey were doomedto the drudgery of building, 
digging, sowing, reaping, &c., numbers are now gradually 
rising to a participation of the comrorte of social life, having 
exchanged the field for the domestic circle, manual labour 
for household duties, — a change, which nothing, I conceive, 
short of a powerful conviction of their being JellotP im- 
mortals, could have induced the KaSer to allow. They 
are now, therefore, suffered to occupy a seat with theii 
husbands, and even to eat out of the same dish — a privilege 
never enjoyed before, excepting in cases of extraordinary 
favouritiBm. Destitute of all right — not having any tJlle 
whatever to property, no, not to a single head of cattle, 
even if the deceased husband bad possessed a thousand, — 
and being hardly permitted, in nine cases out often, to stand 
on a par, in point of worth, with the cow or the ox, they have 
nniformly been regarded, and dealt with, as a source of gain 
to parents, or other relatives. These, according to universal 
usage, have invariably sold their daughters, when mar- 
riageable. But hearing that an old native, residing with us 
at Butterworth, was making the usual contract, several of 
our chrisUan converts got round, and reasoned him out of 
his purpose ; and he aAerwards frankly owned to the authtur 
that he was perfectly ashamed of having ever indulged the 
thought of thus degrading his child by putting a price upon 
her. 

4. Their heathenish cruelties have been mate- 
rially CHECKED. 

On every misdon station, the various superstitious cere- 
monies, to which the people have from infancy been 
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accustomed, are almost wholly laid aside. Some of these 
were of the most inhuman character, inflicting torture, 
and excruciating pain by means of stinging insects ; — of 
branding with heated stones j — of roasting, or of burning 
until nearly dead. Their sorcerers, or rainmakers, likewise, 
a class of impostors, and the ringleaders in all this kind of 
cruelty, with whom every missionary has, less or more, to 
contend, have been put to flight; being, confessedly, unable 
to dwell where the light of Ihc gospel shines. Hence I verj* 
much question whether one of these men could now bo 
found within a circle of many miles round any of the sta- 
tions. This circumstance will appear the more important 
when H is stated, that the living stand in constant dread of 
them, — ^tbeir property, life, and all, being not unfrequently 
put in jeopardy, the moment they begin to call an assembly. 
On these occasions, every one is kept in perfect snspeu&e, 
as to the object of vengeance, until they announce their 
verdict, which is, generally, based upon some suj^sed 
witchcraft. Numbers are hereby driven to the necessity of 
plundering for gubsUtence, being reduced to absolute 
begguy in a moment, and not suffered so much as to ask 
the why, or wherefore. Upon the incantations and en- 
chantments, moreover, of these fellows, Ae^nA& exclusively, 
and universaUy, the hope of recovery on the part of the 
sick and dying. 

5. War has, unquestionably, been prevented. 

Clannish broils are, by no means, so frequent amongst 
the bordering tribes as formerly ; owing, as the natives 
tfaemselves admit, wholly to the presence and influence of 
missionaries. At the time of my appointment to the But- 
terworth station, a most hostile feeling prevailed, and war 
was just on the point of breaking out between Hinza and 
Voosani, These two great rival princes, — to whom, as 
already intimated, all the other chieftuns, along the line of 
Kaffer frontier, were confessedly subordinate, — had long 
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been on uoiiieDdly terms ; and, although living wilhin a few 
miles of each other, it is said they never saw one another 
until brought together in the field, with our commaodo, in 
1828 ; on which occasion, they met, and parted, without so 
much as exchanging compliments. Knowing all this, and 
observing, in every direction, great numbers busily engaged 
in making shields and spears, one of my first objects was 
to put down, if possible, this rising flame. This, however, 
for some time after our arrival, continued to be daily fed by 
reports of additional depredations, and of various petty 
quarrels amongst small parties in the outskirts of the two 
tribes ; all which were eagerly seized, as strong reasons 
why war should be declared. Having repeatedly remon- 
strated with Hinza upon the subject, as had my predecessor 
likewise i and having personally visited Voosani, to assist 
in the setUement of a missionary in his territories also, I 
one day brought tlie matter to a point, informing the king 
of the cordial reception we had experienced from his ne^h- 
boor ; reminding him likewise of his own act and deed, in 
formally constituting us '* pillars in the home o/Khowta,^ 
[a phrase implying adoption into his father's family] ; — of 
the danger in which war would inevitably place ue; — of 
the probable ioflnence of such a circumstance upon the 
colony ; — and, above all, of the wiatb of Almighty God, 
which might thereby be provoked. He heard me very 
patiently ; and, almost immediately afterwards, called his 
council together, and issued orders for the relinquishnient 
of all warlike plans, as, " we cannot fight^ said be, 
" while the abafundis (missionaries) are in the way." No 
battle, therefore, was fought ; nor any blood shed. 

6. A FEACEPDL DISPOSITION HAS, IN NUHESOUS IN- 
STANCES BEEN INDUCED. 

In proof of this, we need only advert to the undeniable 
fact of general tranquillity having been kept up on the 
frontiers much longer, since christian missions were esta- 
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lished amongst the KaSer tribes, than at any preceding 
period of our colonial history. It further appears, that all 
who had embraced christiamty, positively and perseveringlif 
refused to talte any part whatevtjr against the colony, 
although, doubtless urged, by the belligerent chiefs, to do 
so ; and that hundreds actually joined the colonial forces, 
with the view of securing its defence.* A third circum- 
stance too is deserving of notice here, as it tends very 
strikingly to illustrate the humatiizitig influence of religious 

• The foUuwiag is ezlracted from the Oraham's Town Journal of Jao. 
33rd, 1835, and is here inserted to shew the dispoiition of the chielk 
with tihota we first began our mlBsionaij labours. Thej are the lani of 
old Kongo; who, (as stated at page 15] waawaotonlj murdered bfapartf 
of boors in 1813 :—'' To the Editor.— Sir,— In jonr ISSth namber, ia the 
fourth colomn of joar leading article, on the tUdett, Pato, Kama, and 
Kobna, yon observe, ' that it was supposed the; might l>e induced to 
declareinfMorofthecolonj', if security were afforded.' Are you aware, 
that, previous to any serious rupture, or before they knew its extent, they 
sent in a manifesto to the commandant, declaring their views to be the 
same, and their deteimi nation equally firm, as in October, 1833f Are 
you aware, that Pato reiuforced the GuaUna post, at the call of that 
officer, with two hundred men; tbat he remained in the service of the 
EngliA, until the post was vacated) that since then these brothers have 
been employed night end day, and many of their men, lending meawgai 
to every part of Coffreland} that they bare patroled their own boundary 
— taken cattle and horses from marauding parties, and seized all such 
cattle amongst their own people, some of whom (I believe chiefly of one 
branch of the tribe) have broken loose fh>m the very formal declaration 
of thechieftiandhaveplandered? On these no punishment has as yet 
been inflicted; but I believe the chieb only wait to know from the British 
Government, liow they wish them to act towards snch, and they are 
ready to comply. I will add, I have witnessed the conduct of these 
chieft; they have stood without wavering, surrounded by threats from 
the hostile tribes in every direction. They have protected every English- 
man within their power ; and I believe no colonist bos been more 
anKions lo see the British cause prosper than they have been, and still 

" I am, Sir, yours, &c. 

" W. SnamoMB. 
" WesIeyviUe, Januai7 I3th, 1835." 
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knowledge, even wbere chriBtian principle has not yet 
gained the ascendancy. It is quite notorions, that in all 
fonncr wars, the Kaffers massacred men, women, and 
children indiscriminately : but during the last, it is well 
known, that many instances occurred of European feaiales, 
and children, falling into the hands of the enemy, who pro- 
tected, and finally restored them to their relatives in safety. 
— Add to this a Jimrth fact ; — that the hostile chiefs them- 
selves, at the very commencement of the war, gave special 
charge to their warriors concerning all missionaries, — not 
one of whom was to be hurt, ob any account whatever, 
which injunction appears to have been strictly attended to 
— and 1 think it will fully appear, that the very worst of the 
KafTers, are by no means so " blood-tbirsty," as some would 
have us believe. That they are capable of deeds most 
revolUng and sanguinary, when excited by the prospect of 
spoil, or by revengeful feelings, as in the case of the Fikani, 
to wit, we unhesitatingly grant: but is this deplorable pro- 
pensity peculiar to the Kaffer? Is there really no other 
order of men possessed of capabilities at all similar, under 
similar circumstances, notwithstanding very superior privi- 
leges ? Or would any man, quite recollective, think of 
seriously charging upon the whole Spanish nation, for 
instance, — and that as a purely national characteristic,— the 
malignant, and bloody spirit, so frightfully evinced in the 
course of tbe war by which Spain has been so long, and so 
fearfully distracted ? We can easily divine the answer. 

7. A DESIRE FOR EDUCATION HAS BEEN CREATED. 

It is a giand mistake, to suppose, that the Kafiers are at 
all devoid of that curiosity, and inquisitiveoess, which form 
such distinguishing traits in the character of sentient beings 
generally. In these properties, indeed, they certainly excel; 
being, like the ancient Athenians, ever in quest of news. 
All, who have been amongst them, caimot but know that 
Indaba intonina [what news ?] is one of the very first 
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questions put to IraTellers, and passengers of every descnp- 
tion. Yea, eager as tbey are for presents, even lo clamour- 
onsness, the generality very rarely think of soliciting any 
thing before " news." TJie acquisition of this, uniformly 
stands coupled wilh all the various avocations of life — with 
their walks, with their journey ingx, and even with the most 
trifling errand upon which any one can be sent. To furnish 
the chiefs with news, numbers are constantly running lo 
and fro, in every part of the country, and sometimes for 
days together — inquiring, listening, and siftiog in every 
company they meet with ; insomuch that the former are 
quickly made acquainted with almost every thing going on 
amongst neighbouring clans, and tribes; whilst many of 
their informants receive little, or nothing for their trouble, 
excepting the grati6cation herein experienced, and afforded ; 
unless, indeed, their feudal lords happen to be feasting, at 
tlie time they bring their report : in that cajse, they are 
presented with a piece of flesh, over which they contentedly 
sit and chat for hours. So completely, indeed, is this 
inquisitorial disposition mixed up with the general habita of 
the Kafler, that I have frequently been accosted, when 
proceeding from hamlet to hamlet, by mere lads — ten or 
twelve years of age, — who, although at a distance, tending 
the herds, would shout indaba, indaba, [news, news;] and 
on se^ng me bait, they would instantly encircle my horse, 
and evince as much intentness, as though their happiness 
really depended upon their catching the sound of " some 
new thing." 

This dispodtion, connected, as it is, with great strength 
and tenacity of memory, seldom leaves the Kafler destitute, 
as to conversational topics, of one kind or other. Taciturnity 
is a trait, rarely observed amongst tbem ; and tbey seldom 
appear more happy than when hearing, or communicating 
sometliing fresh. Being, some months ago, in company 
with the Kafler chief, Tzadzoo, with whom I was well 
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acquainted while in Africa, and who has recently been 
visitiiig various principal towns in England, I wished to 
know wh&t he thought of our countiy, of the state of society, 
and of the different scenes he had witnessed : upoa which, 
he observed, "Ik ben verwondertj en als ik t'huis kom, ii 
meet indaba vertel, indaba vertel, dag in, en dag nit, tot dat 
ik oud als mijn vader worden ; en dan zal ik niet gedaao 
hebbe: — -ja, tot dat ik stenven; en dan ook zal ik niet tot 
een ^nde kome ; daarom moet ik een deel na den Hemel 
neme ; en daar verhaal." " I am astonished : and on my 
return home, I shall have to tell the news, and tell the uews, 
the day in, and the day out, until as old as my father; and 
then, I shall not have done : — ^yoa, until I die ; and even 
then I shall not have finished ; but must take part of it to 
heaven with me, and there complete my story." With 
minds then, of such a cast, every one will eanly percmve, 
that it is quite impossible for the missionary to take his 
stand in their midst, with a book in hishand, without in- 
ducing the question, "what is he dmagf" And upon 
further hearii^, " in their own tongue, the wonderful works 
of God," their curiosity is turned into inexpressible astonish- 
ment, often amounting to reverential awe. On seeing him, 
m(H%ovcr, occasionally sending messages, expressive of their 
own sentiments or wislies, wrapped up in pieces of paper, 
and committed to their own hands, for persons at a distance 
—a. thing which the oldest man amongst them never before 
witnessed, and of which they, of course, never heard from 
their forefathers— many are constrained, very anxiously to 
ask, " and can Kaffers not leam to do the same P" Num- 
bers have been thus led to send their children to the mission 
schools ; and several of the adults likewise stirred up, to 
" talk with the'book themsetres." Some of the former, are 
now able to read the word of God with ease, and fluency: 
considerable portions of it have been tramlated into their 
own language : a printing press is employed in preparing 
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rudimental and other works for their use ; and the colonial 
government itself is, at the present . moment, indebted 
principally, if not wholly, to missionary labonrs, directly, 
or indirectly, for its very best interpreters. 

8. COHME&CE AND AGRICULTURE HAVE BEEN PROMOTED. 

Who erer heard of a plough amongst the Kaffers before 
chrisliaD missions were commenced; and what was our 
trade with the interior worth, before these began to extend 
their civilizing influence } A weekly fair, indeed, was held 
at one of the military forts, to which, the natives were 
allowed to resort; but although undoubtedly well designed, 
it is perhaps somewhat questionable as to whether the good 
or the evil, resulting from that Taeasaie, preponderated. It 
certainly proved a means, at least, of increasing the jealousies 
already engendered, by our former measures, amongst the 
different chielWns, Gaiha, our old ally, availing liimself of 
the circumstance of its being held in his immediate neigh- 
bourhood, for taxing each who attended it, and sometimes 
most exorbitantly ; so that clannish quarrels oflen arose, 
and open war was more than once threatened. Missionaries, 
however, having opened the way for traders into almost 
every part of the country, this kind of collision has long 
since ceased ; and it must not be forgotten that two hun- 
dred of these men were busily engaged in Caffraria alone, 
at the time the late war broke out 

From an account, now lying before me, it appears that 
the exports of one year, Jrom Algoa Bay, amounted to 
upwards of £80,000 sterling; f/ty or sixty thousand of 
which was, in all probability, realized in the Kaffer trade I 
Many of (he naUves have already acquired a knowledge 
of the use of English currency, although it was but as 
yesterday introduced into the colony. This, we may hope, 
will at no very distant period, in a great measure at least, 
supersede beads and other baubles, which at present 
constitute the bullion of the countiy. The quantity of 
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cuUery, ironware, and European impWnienU of husbandry, 
now found amongst the Kaffers is very cotimdemble ; whilst 
some have got WE^ons likewise, and are adding horsey 
sheep, and goats to their stock, which fonneriy consisted of 
homed cattle exclusively. — For huts, several have sub- 
stituted a SQiall description of houses; in the planning, and 
erection of which, they are, of course, assisted by the 
European artisan belonging to the station. This renders 
the task, to them, lesu formidable, and discouraging, than 
it otherwise would be; and at the same time secures 
attention to the ground plan of the village, Ifud down by the 
missionary himself. Useful, and practical knowledge is 
hereby imparted in a way which at once benefits, and binds 
them to the station. 

9. The sabbath has been established. 

By all enlightened politicians, the utility of sabbatical 
institutions has been acknowledged, even when they have 
regarded them under no higher a sanction than the civil 
benefits they induce. — " That interval of relaxation," says 
Paley, " tvhich Sunday affords to the laborioos part of man- 
kind, contributes greatly to the comfort and satisfaction of 
their lives, both as it refreshes them for the Ume, and as it 
relieves their six days labour, by the prospect of a day of 
rest always approaching." And again; "joining in prayer 
and pndse to tfaeir common Creator and Governor, has a 
sensible tendency to unite mankind together, and to cherish 
and enlarge the generous affections, whilst the frequent 
returns of such sentiments, as the presence of a devout 
congregation naturally suggests, will gradually melt down 
the ruggedness of many unkind passions, and generate, in 
time, permanent and productive benevolence." Deeply as 
we may have been convinced of all this however, and 
sensible as we must have been of the various, and numerous 
benefits resulting from a due observance of the sabbath, 
utitil christian missions were commenced, our sable 
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neighbours, although so contiguous, were kept as com- 
pletolj in the dark, respecting thiB sacred institution, as 
though the ocean itself, had formed the line of separation. 
Eafferland, in all its length and breadth, like the still more 
extenuve, and unexplored regions beyond, was wholly 
SABBATHLESS; BO that " holy day" was an expression 
perfectl; unintelligible. Hence, when we first pitched our 
(enU amongst them, the natives would irequently come 
laden with milk, com, and other articles of a siotilai 
description, for sale, on Sunday mornings the same as on 
other days. Every annoyance of this kind, however, bas 
long since ceased ; and whilst all the chieft, on becoming 
acquainted with oar fixed rules upou this subject, generally 
leave us iu the quiet and undisturbed enjoyroeot of the 
sabbath, by «0tne, it has even been publicly and fobually 
PB0CLA1HED.* 

• The fallowing is a eop; of the proclanMtioD of three of the KaSei 
chieft, to whom we have had oceatioo repeatedly to allude, — dated 
Weslejville, Oct 29, IB33.— " We, Pato, Kama, and Kongo, the chieft of 
the Gannkwebi tribe, this A«j auembled at this place, IiaTing taken into 
our «eriaa> consideration the state of our people, haie Gume to the 
determination to iaiue general orders, which shall henceforward be 
ciHisideied a law of oar tribe, riz.: — 

" That from, and alter the date of this twentj-ninth daj of October, 
1833, all oar people shall reference and obserre the sabbath, by abstain, 
iog from all work on that daj, except such as is coosiderod absolalely 
necessaij. And we, the chiefs, do declare that no iaw-caaes or auj 
basiness be transacted, nor dances kept np, on our own kraali, as 
heretofore, on the sabbath ; and that all manual labour shall cease iin 
that day. And we do further declare, and particularize, and prohibit 
throughout our tribe, all manual labour, all dances, aud all law-cases at 
the kraals of uur petty captains, and all buying and selling, except food 
to strangersi and that all traffic in hides, homi, iroiy, cattle, or any other 
articles, except food, ahall be fineable by the chieft. And we do re- 
commend to oui people, in addition to that which we hare commanded 
them, to observe the sabbath by more generally wonhipping God on 
that day, and praying for blessings to descend upon us \ — and, that none 
may plead ignorance of the seventh day, If any be in doubt, let them 
inquire of othen nntil they are fully satisfied. 
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No oue now ventures so much as to bold bis coniicil in 
the mission village on the Lord's day; nor are any of the 
inhabitants seen digging, sowing, or planting in their 
gardens on that day. A pleasing stillness asually dis- 
tinguishes the morning from every other; and its sacred 
hours are regularly divided between the Bchools and divine 
worship. All who have sabstitutsd European apparel tot 
their native costume, now manifestly take pleasure in 
shewing it with as much neatness, and cleanliness as 



" And be it abo bnowu, that we do also hereby prohibit all colonial 
trader* f^m purcbasing any bidee, homi, irory, cattle or any other 
marketable article, except food for their own qm, from any of our people 
an the sabbath day. And as we bare several times had to reprimand 
Bome for thus breaking the sabbath ; and aa we find oar people plead the 
example of such men as a justification of their own breach of that day; 
tberefore, we have, on further consideration, determined to levy a fine on 
all such colonial traders as shall be found purchasing any thing on the 
sabbath, besides food for their own use, which shall be as follows: — 

" For the first offence, one bead of cattle : 

" For the second offence, two bead of cattle: 

" For the third offence, three head of cattle. 

" And if any transgress beyond this number, then we will use our own 
discretion to levy such fines as we may think proper. 

"That such fines shall ouly be levied by one of the principal chiefs ; 
and the act' of purchase shall be proved before one of us by sach evidence 
as is required in other cases, 

" That all traders' places shall have a messenger sent to them from the 
great place; and that the editor of the Graham's Town Journal be 
respectfoUy solicited to insert this our determination in that publication! 
for the more general information of all who do, or may for the future, 
trade amongst or with our people. By request of the chiefs, 

( P*TO, 

■i KiHjt, and 
i Kofcoo. 
" P. S. AH hunting on the sabbath mast be understood as strictly 
prohibited by the above law. By request of the chiefe, 

J Kama, and 
/ KoNso," 
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pos^ble. In the beginning, our public services were 
occasionaUy disturbed by whisperings, bursts of laugbter, 
or jocular remarks amongst the hearers ; but now, the 
congregations, generally speaking, are characterized by as 
much order, and becoming solemnity as any I luiow. 

10. The rite op sepdlturb also is now observed. 

The custom, universally prevalent, was to cast out all, 
excepting principal chiers and their wives, lekile dying, to 
expire in the forest or the ravine ; and to constitute food 
for beasts of prey, which doubtless rendered tlie latter much 
more ferocious, and dangerous than they otherwise would 
have been. Now, however, the dead are decently buried ; 
and concerning some we are also able to add, they " died in 
the Lord." This innovation, however, upon ancient usage 
was at first, not a little difficult, as the natives were afraid 
to touch a corpse, thinking that it rendered them uoclean : 
but by doing this ourselves, and occasionally helping to 
make the grave, their prejudices were at length overcome, 
and their superstitious notions, couuecled herewith, are 
r^idly giving way. 

Have christian missions then been the means, in any 
degree, of changing Kaffer habits — of introducing christian 
marriage — of elevating the female character — of checking 
internal wars — of inducing a peaceful disposition — of cre- 
ating a desire for knowledge — of promoting commerce and 
agriculture — of raising valuable servants, and making 
better aeiglibours — of establishing the Christian Sabbath, 
SDioothing the bed of death, and dispersing even the gloom 
of the grave ; we leave it with the British parliament, and 
public to determine, how far justice is awarded to us, by 
gentiemen who say, that little or nothing has been done, 
and "that a lasting salutary impression" was never "made 
upon one of the race of Kaffers :" by gentlemen too, who 
have confessedly had opportunities foe studying the true 
character of the Kalfer, whose benighted mind it is that 
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ctmstitntos the habitation of those prowling passions which 
are the objects of their dread, and the inBtmments of his 
tnisery; who, tbemsekes, however, never so much as 
attempted to shed a ray of light upon it, nor to correct any 
one of hit) vices ; and who are now, apparently, little less 
indignant at his "outiageB," than at the men who have 
long been labouring to prevent them — who have exlubited 
their chief cause, in the descr^ition of his wrongs — but 
who, ill doing this, have been led conscientiously to ques- 
lioB the gloiy of certain military achievements, as well as 
the capability of such measures for ever effecting anything 
like permaneut protection of the colony, or complete con- 
quest. To these, however, it is sufficiently satisfactory to 
know that their work, so big with mercy to a most 
interesting people, cannot here be placed under the pro- 
tection of public sentiment in vain; and that the parliament 
of Great Britain will not allow undertakings so dear to 
humanily and piety, seriously to suffer, either from re- 
proacf^fut representations, or artful insinuation. The 
appeal, which, when the bodily wrongs of the exiled Aincaii 
only were in question, roased every feeling of humane in- 
tei^Gt, both in parliament and throughout our land, will 
rtai he less powerful when connected with the national, 
and immortal interests of the came neglected race — seeing 
that it, in fact, infolds not earthly considerations m^ely, 
but the solemn destinies of eternity itself — "ah not X a 
MAN, AND A 8E0THBR f " 

That the work is still but in its infancy, — that its fruits 
are, as yet, viMble only, or chiefly, on the several stations, — 
and that, even there, they may possibly not be quite so 
conspicuous as the mere traveller, or passenger, unac- 
quainted with local circumstances, had anticipated, I am 
willing to grant : but that they nevertheless exist, and that 
in a shape sufficiently tangible to constitute satisfactory 
evidence, to every unprgudiced observer, of their being the 
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result of a leaven, soch aa was never be/ore cast into the 
maas of Caffraria, by any other means, or system, what- 
ever, I am bold to affirm. That their growth has, in no 
small degree, been impeded by the Bjstematic proceedings 
of those, who now wish the world to believe that the 
Datives have not been improved " in the least," must be 
apparent to ever; one : let us not, however be misunder- 
stood ; we wish not, on that account, to 'blame them, so 
much as to condemn tbe principles, on which, they have all 
along been required to act — in many instances, most un- 
willingly, no doubt. But that the harrassed Kafier should 
still evince such confidence in British misMonaries, is cer- 
tainly more than snrpiiEdng, seeing that British soldiers 
have ever and anon been going to, or passing by their 
stations, in battle array ; — encamping on, or near them ; — 
communicating with them, sometimes by letter, at others in 
person, and always in a language unintelligible to the native 
himself, and consequently calculated, on such occitsions, to 
arouse suspicion, and fearful apprehension. We are not 
now indulging notions at all chimerical ; but looking at 
causes which have, in more instances than one, produced 
their natural and perilous effects. It was by fedings en- 
gendered in this way, Ibat the life of one of the Caffrarian 
missionaries — well known to the author — was greatly en- 
dangered, at Klip-plaats, in February, 18S9. A young 
Tambookie chief, knowing that a military o6Scer had spent 
the night with him, suspected that the missionary had, 
some how or other, fecilitated the plans of a patrol, which 
hadjnst before been recapturing stolen cattie in the neigh- 
bourhood ; he therefore entered the mission bouse with an 
armed band of warriors, fuUy determined to assassinate him ; 
but was most providentially ovemded. The chief himself, 
afterwards, frankly and regretfully owned the conspiracy; 
expressed himself as being at a loss to know why they had 
not carried out their purpose, and was severely reprimanded 
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hy bis Buperior, for having so much as indulged the design. 
They had actually crowded the house — in one comer of 
which, the missionary and his interpreter sat talking with 
them, — and waited only for some occurrence to divert his 
attention, that they might spear him ; " but," said they, 
" the arms of men were that day uTeak." 

Loohing, therefore, at the whole subject fairly, and fully, 
— at the absolutely withering influence of the present 
FRONTIER POLICY ; which, lite the deadly Upas, could not 
but throw a sickening shade over every Ibing in the shape 
of civilization, and religious improvement, rendering them, 
at best, but like stunted exotics, trying to shoot, but unable 
to flourish: — At the commando system too ; which, as we 
have seen, Simoom like, has every now and then poured 
its terrible force upon the tribes — scouring their already 
scorched plmns, — blighting our rising prospects, — upsetting 
all confldence, — converting missionary stations into military 
encampments, and mission houses into soldiers' barracks, — 
consequently furnishing the evilminded amongst them with 
every possible pretext for deeds the most desperate ; — and, 
finally, at the full tide of paganism •wilhin, conjoined with 
this overwhelming pressure from without, — it is certainly not 
so surprising that comparatively little has been effected, as 
that any thing at all has been done. The little ground 
already gained, under such circumstances, cannot but be 
regarded as a grand achievement ; as an encouraging proof 
of what may be done; and as the earnest, moreover, of 
what undoubtedly will be done, as soon as proper and 
sufficient facilities are afibrded. The day was, when be- 
ginnings in Great Britian herself were quite as small. 

"Let us then enter upon a new, and nobler career of 
conquest Let us subjugate 'savage' Africa by justice, 
by kindness, by the talisman of christian truth. Yea, let us 
thus go forth, in the name, and under the blessing of God, 
gradually to extend a moral influence; and, if it be thought 
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desirable, the territorial bouodary of our colony also, until 
it shall become an empire — embracing Southern A.&ica 
from the Keisi, and the Gariep, to Mozambique and Cape 
Negro, — and to which, peradventure, in after days, even 
the equator itself shall prove no ultimate limit." 

Apologizing for the freedom of these remarks, which have 
grown upon me to an extent far exceeding my original 
design, and trusting that your candour will discover a 
sufficient vindication of the course I have pursued, in 
the peculiar and momentous circumstances of this case, 
involving as it does, not the weal of Afhici only, but 

THE INTBHE8TS AND HONOCE OP MY COUNTEY ; 

I am. Sir, 
Your obedient, and very humble Servant, 

STEPHEN KAY. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

Faom a report of parliamentary speeches, delivered a few 
days ago, I perceive one of llie members is disposed to lay 
coDsiderable stress upon the fact of "two or three thousand 
colonists having crossed the frontiers," being " dissatisfied 
with recent proceedings ; " which circumstance, brings to 
my recollection a question, put by one of the gentlemen on 
the " Aborigines Committee," respecting the massacre of 
some of these self-exiled parties. Although before adviirted 
to, both these facts demand a moment's notice. These, it 
must be remembered, are some of the men who have all 
along been contending that there is no prospect of safety 
or tranquillity in the colony, unless the natives — in the very 
midst of whom they have thus thought proper to place 
themselves — be driven back out of their way! They 
appear to be exclusively Dutch ; to whom, as already inti- 
mated, the Emancipation Bill has given huge offence;* 
and to whom also his late Majesty's non-confirmation of the 
governor's arrangements, respecting Kafier territory, seems, 
as we anticipated, to have been little less pleasing. But 
it surely will not, from hence, he argued, that "recent 
proceedings" — obviously embracing the two great mea- 
sures just mentioned — were, therefore, really and truly 
objectionable < 

As to the second fact — if fact it be — it is certainly most 
distressing; but very far from surprising. This class of 
colonists, go where they will, cannot but take with them 
their well-known predilections, and prejudices, which al- 

• Min. ETid. p. 436. 
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most inevitably prevent th^T treating the Aborigines with 
the respect due from man to man ; and which are sure, in 
one way or other, to break out in acts of hostility, if 
unable otherwise to cany out their designs. Those un- 
happy pr^udices, although by no means so strong, or so 
extensively influential as formerly, nevertheless exist, as is 
sufficiently demonstrated, eren in the recent government 
despatches, wherein it is made matter o{ official complaint, 
that, although entreated, in the name of the governor him- 
self, the boors, to a man, refused to allow any of the little 
Iingoo children, whom his Excellency had humanely taken 
under his care, to ride in any of their wagons, when unable 
to keep up with the troops.t Apart, however, from this 
condderatton, is it at all likely that such a body of strangers 
could possibly force its way with slaves, horses, flocks, and 
herds, amongst the tribes of the interior, without at least 
disturbing some of them ; or without arousing suspicion in 
all, as to their ultimate designs i Besides, it must not for 
a moment be supposed that the latter have forgotten the 
dark and dreadflil transactions, so lengthily and aSectingly 
detailed in evidence, and in the parliamentary papers of 
1835, as well as in almost every other work extant on 
Southern Africa — transactions, to which, there is too much 
reason to fear many of these men were, less or more, ac- 
cessary ; which cannot even be glanced at without pain ; 
and upon nyhich we have no wish whatever to dwell. 

t Parliamentary papers concerning the nar, p. 37. 
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BY THE SAME AUTHOR, 

TRAVELS AND KESEARCHES 
CAFFRAHIA; 



SOUTHERN AFRICA; 



lUiutrative qfthe stale andpriDpeeU qfthe Brituh Setlleaie»t in Ut bordert, 
tht uttrofftuttun of Chriitianity, and theprogren <if CiviiitaUmi. 

ISmOp HmsoD, London. 



" Tbe physical constitntion of the DabTM, the qualities of their mindt, 
their domestic state and political institutions, theii sjatem of war and 
public secQritj, their arts and arms, together with the singular customs 
and degrading; saperstitions, uniferuJlj prevalent among them, have 
all been points of diligent inquiry, with onr aathor, for years; and in 
illastration of tliese topics be fnmisbes as vith much nseful hiitoricaJ^ 
topogt^phical, and scientific information, with a connected acconnt of tlie 
intcodnction of Christianity, and an interesting Tiew of the progress of 
cirilization, and the prospects of Afhca. • * The work is 
embellisbed by a map, and five highly finished engravings. We have 
pentsed it with great pleasure, and cordially recommend it to our readers, 
assured that the amnaemeut and instruction they will derive from its 
pages, will ampl; repay their trouble." — Imperial Magaane, Jan. 1634. 
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" Tbe work of Hr. Kay is creditable to hU industry, and good feeling, 
— furnishiDg Dumerous and pleasing traits illnatratlre of the KaHer 
vbaiacter, with accurate descriptions of native manners, cuatomB, fonna 
of judicature, laws, &c.) together with occasionaJ views of the itataral 
productions of the coDUtry. We have further a most important history 
of the frontier trade, with minute acconnts of its articles of commerce, 
taken from cotemporary and authentic sonrces." — Alhenatm, Not. 1833. 

" The Tolume before ns, is another monnment to the credit and honour 
of tlie missionary cause. It famishes one of the best ailments possible 
on behalf of missions, and shows that missionaries are men of taste, and 
science, as well as pious devotion to the interests of chrlstiaiiity. Those 
who wish to become ftally acquainted _nith the intellectnal, moral, and 
social state of the African tribes, must furnish themselves with Mr. Kay's 
Research ea."^Ew«ise(iffll Magaxiiw, Jan. 1834. 

** We thank Mr. Kaj for bis ' Researches,' and hope many of his btothei 
missionaries wilt follow the eKunple that has been set in the present 
work, and in the publications at Dr. Philip, and Mr. Ellis, in com- 
municating information respecting the tribes among whom they hare 
been resident. It contains a good deal of valuable information. • ' • 
Tbe acconnts which Hr. Kay gives of the system of military reprisals, && 
afford a humiliating picture of E uropean policy and humanity. ■ ■ 
They will not fail, we trust, tn attract due attention in the proper qoarter, 
and lead forthwith to that thorough investigation which appears to be 
imperatively required for the purposes of justice, as vrell as for the 
vindication of the national character.'' — Edhdntrgh Reeiac,3aii. 1634. 

" We hesitate not to say that such works as Mr. Kay's, — which contains 
ample, and cnrioas information on the various subjects enumerated in its 
title — shoald be Introduced into christian families, and all public 
libraries, in preference to many others professiog to describe foreign 
countries, and their inhabitants^ because, while they are calculated to 
delight and edify the mind, they tend to awaken an interest in such 
hallowed undertakings as that to which Mr. Kay principally devoted 
himself. In the last chapter, the author states some tiutha well worthy 
the serious conaideration of politicians, and statesmen;' which point out 
the oppressions nnder which the CaiTrarians labour ; and from which, 
they ouj^t, in justice to themaelves, and for the credit of our national 
character to be delivered, in order to convert enemies into friends, and 
prepare them savingly, and extensively to receive the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. • • We most cordially wish the work may obtain an 
extensive circulation ; not doubting, that in proportion to its circulation, 
the interests of Christianity will be promoted." — The Methodist Nar 
Conneiim Otagazine, June, 1834, 

" The civilization of the immense savage population, with which the 
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Hritfah poue^ioDH in Southern AlWca ara enriraaed, is becoming ever; 
daji, both in a mnrail and political sense, a matter of deep and iDureaaing 
moment. Underthisimpreuion, we hare penued the unall but jndicioDs 
nork before ua, with reelings of ^retl interest. With extensile opportu- 
nities for obterration, the prraent author combined a ipirit of inreatiga- 
tion, and the advantage of much general information ^ so that indepen- 
deutly of its serjoas object, the work is valuable as a book of trarels, and 
cuDtains more miscellaneons information than a iiogle volnme, of such a 
size, wonld seem to promise." — Nfir MoiUUif Magaane, Nov. 1633. 

" The anthnr of ' Caffrarian Researches' is well known to onr reader* 
by his (Vequent, aod graphic eontributionE to the ' Missionary Notice*.' 
• • Mr. Kay's volume reflect* great credit upon hi* judgment, and 
research. — Passages, there are, of powerful reasoning, and vivid lUnstra- 
tion; the latter, especially, being sometimes embodied in a style of 
considerable fluency, and vigour. — The work contains information 
reapecting the minutiie of KaSer customs, and habile, which will be 
sought fur in vain, in the works of any of onr African travellers^ butits 
principal interest, and value, arice ftom the authentic intelligenoe which 
it containsoftlie progress of chriatianity,and of the comforts of civilized 
life, among a people proverbially barbarous, and wretched ; anil as mcb, 
wc cordially recommend it" — Wr^eyan MHhmtM Magazine, Nov. 1633. 
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